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Messengers  to  report  for  '99  state  convention 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ 

Messengers  from  the  nearly  2,000  cooper¬ 
ating  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC)  will  fill  the  sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Jackin,  beginning  October  26 
for  the  convention's  164m  annual  session. 

High  on  the  "to-do"  list  for  messengers 
will  be  election  of  a  new  MBC  presii^nt. 
Dean  Register,  pastor  of  Temple  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  win  complete  his  second  one- 
year  term  and  is  not  eligible  for  re-election. 

The  election  of  the  new  president  is 
scheduled  for  10:40  a.m.  on  October  26. 
The  result  of  that  balloting  will  be 
announced  at  1:50  p.m.  on  October  26,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  second  ballot  if  needed. 

Other  MBC  offices  up  for  election  dur¬ 
ing  this  year's  session  include: 

♦  First  Vice-President,  currently  held  by 
Ken  Rhodes,  director  of  missions  for  Pearl 
River  Association  in  Picayune.  Rhodes  is 
completing  his  second  term  and  is  not  eli¬ 
gible  for  re-election. 

♦  Second  Vice-President,  currently  held 
by  Paul-Bkmchard,  director  of  missions  for 
Winston  Association  in  Louisville. 
Blanchard  is  completing  his  second  term 
and  is  not  eligible  for  re-election. 

♦  Recording  Secretaiy,  currently  held  by 
retired  pastor  Gus  Mierritt  of  Newton. 
There  is  no  term  limit  for  this  office. 

♦  Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  cur¬ 
rently  held  by  Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch.  There 
is  no  term  limit  for  this  office. 

Messengers  will  also  consider  a  pro¬ 
posed  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  budget  for  the  year  2000  that  totals  a 
record  $28,083,349. 

The  proposed  CP  budget  is  divided  into 
four  areas.  Southern  Baptist  Causes  is  slated 


to  receive  $10390,839  (37%).  Shared  respon- 
sibilities-MBC  Matching  Portion  will  receive 
$810,000  (2.88%).  Mississippi  Institutions  and 
Agencies  will  receive 
$^^096375  (25.27%). 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  /-'/ 

Board  (MBCB)  will  receive  "*■  ' 

$9,786,135  (34.85%). 

Under  the  proposed  2000 
CP  budget,  if  giving  should 
exceed  the  established  budget 
amount  then  four  areas  will 
receive  prearranged  percent¬ 
ages:  Christian  education 
(50%),  international  missions 
(30%),  North  American  mis¬ 
sions  (10%),  and  Mississippi  l 
missions  (10%). 

The  propos^  2000  CP  bud- 
get  will  be  presented  to  mes- 
sengers  dunng  the  first  busi- 
ness  se^ion  at  2:25  p.m.  on 
October  26  by  Gary 
Richardson,  chairman  of  ^e 
MBCB  bucket  committee  and 

Pastor  of  First  Church,  West 
oint.  The  budget  will  be 
voted  on  by  messer^rs  dur- 
ing  the  second  business  ses- 
sion  at  9:40  a.m.  on  October  27. 

Randall  W.  Turner,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Laurel,  will 
deliver  the  convention  sermon  Yforiiiea 
at  4  p.m.  on  October  26.  Calvin  ishil^  t||^ 
Miller,  professor  of  preaching  ^astsidit  im 
and  pastoral  studies  at  The  faackli 
Samford  University's  Beeson  btxSding's 
Divinity  School  in  was  compl 
Birmingham,  will  present  the  tering  rece 
Bible  Treasures  during  the  i  Bapt^ts.  T 
annual  meeting.  |  Ctmventioi 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting,  members  of  cooperating  churches 
should  contact  their  church  office. 


Pointing  the  way 


on  sermon  Vlfericn  (dr  Kainbliwr  df  put  ^  fin- 

26.  Calvin  ishii^  tQKidies  on  new  instuled  on  the 

preaching  east  Sdt  ofiShe  Baptist  BuDdtng  in  downtown  Jackson, 
xidies  at  The  backU^ited  signage  —  me  first  i^ate  to  die 
^'s  Beeson  budding's  exterior  identification  since  construction 
•ol  in  was  completed  in  1968 — features  fiw  new  logo  and  let- 
iresent  the  tering  recently  adopted  as  the  symbol  of  Mississippi 
uring  the  Baptists.  The  164th  sessicm  of  tiw  Mississ^ii  Bapmt 
Ctmvention  will  take  place  October  26^27  at  First 


For  information  on  serving  | 
a  messenger  to  the  1999 ! 


William  Carey  College  receives  endowment 


What's  in  the 
Record 


NOBTS  offers  courses 


This  gift,  the  latest  in  a  long 
history  of  giving  to  WCC  by  the 
Fairchild  family,  honors 
Noonkester's  service  as  WCC 
president  amd  particularly  his 
role  in  giving  birtfi  to  die  school's 
Cctmpus  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  Noonkester  is  now  retired. 

"This  endowed  chair  is  in 
recognition  of  the  distinct  con¬ 
tribution  of  President  Emeritus 
J.*  Ralph  Noonkester  in  the 
establishment  of  Carey  on  the 
Coast,"  Fairchild  said. 

Fairchild  requested  that  the 
first  occupant  of  the  endowed 


Dir^etions 


Letters  to  the  editor 


RESPONDING  TO  THE  GIFT  —  Ralph  Noonkester,  president 
emeritus  of  William  Carey  College  (left),  responds  to  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  establishment  of  the  J.  Ralph  Noonkester  Endowed 
Professorship  of  History  on  the  steps  of  the  Fairchild  Administration 
Building  on  the  WCC  Gulf  Coast  campus.  Listening  are,  from  the 
right,  Myron  Noonkester,  Jennie  Noonlcester,  WCC  president  Larry 
Kennedy,  and  Naomi  Noonkester.  (BR  special  photo) 


Sunday  School  lessons 


Where  ministry  is  done 


Tfhe  month  of  October  for  Mississippi  Baptist  states. 

Baptists  is,  among  a  host  of  other  activ-  Associations  manage  pro- 
ities,  the  time  v>men  many  of  the  68  jects  almost  too  numerable 
county  and  multi-county  associations  hold  to  list:  church  starts,  mis- 
their  annual  meetings  around  the  state.  sions,  benevolences,  literacy 

Baphst  associations  are  a  unique  part  of  programs,  food  banks,  cloth- 
our  denominational  life,  providing  a  bridge  mg  warehouses,  Christmas 
between  local  churches  and  the  larger  state  toy  ministries,  crisis  preg- 
and  national  conventions.  Associations  are  nanw  intervention,  disaster 
created  and  maintained  by  church  congre-  relief,  and  addiction  recov- 
gations  who  want  to  further  the  work  of  :he  ery,  to  name  just  a  few. 

Lord  in  their  local  areas.  Associations  are  often  on 

Like  Southern  Baptists  at  every  level,  the  leading  edge  of  what  is 
these  local  churches  realize  banding  to  come.  When  futurists  cor- 

■  together  results  in  greater  evange-  rectly  forecasted  that  the 
listic  returns.  So  important  to  number  missions  volunteers 
Kingdom  work  are  associations  would  explode  in  the  com- 
■  '  '  ssissippi  Baptists  have  seen  ing  years,  associations  were 

ovide  a  yearly  stipend/sub-  there  in  a  big  way. 
many  associations  through  Lebanon  Association  in 
j's  Cooperative  Program.  Hattiesburg,  for  example, 

me  familiar  with  ^uthem  has  difficulty  not  in  convmc- 
;  knows  there's  no  denomi-  ing  people  to  go  on  associa- 
1  requirement  compelling  tion-sponsored  missions 
urches  to  come  together  for  trips,  out  in  booking  enou^ 
e  of  missions  work.  They  do  trips  to  accommodate  eill  me 
ise  they  want  to  see  every-  volunteers  who  want  to  go. 
und  them  come  to  a  saving  Messengers  to  Prentiss 
dgeofJesusChrist,  and  they  Association's  1999  annual 
associational  structure  is  the  meeting  in  Booneville 
ly  to  do  that.  approved  a  sizable  increase 

I  matter  of  fact,  the  first  in  their  partnership  mis- 
association  preceded  the  sions  budget  for  next  year 
f  the  state  Baptist  conven-  —  this  from  an  association 
the  granting  of  Mississippi  that  already  posts  a  better 

statehood.  Associations  .have  always  been  annual  baptism  ratio  (a  measure  of  the  needs  to  know  more  about  the  programs  of 
a  powerful  way  to  reach  lost  people.  number  of  church  members  it  takes  to  win  their  associations.  Ask  your  pastor  how  to 

Report  after  report  of  activities  is  given  to  one  person  to  Christ)  and  a  significantly  get  involved  in  your  local  association's  min- 
the  Baptists  assembled  for  the  annual  meet-  greater  per  capita  giving  rate  than  the  istries,  and  find  out  how  to  get  in  touch  with 
ing  in  one  of  the  association's  member  Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  a  whole.  your  associational  director  of  missions, 
churches,  more  often  than  not  with  a  glecim  in  If  one  spends  a  little  time  around  associ-  Here's  to  Mississippi's  Baptist  associa- 

the  eye  of  the  presenter  that  is  unmistakable,  ation  work  and  gets  involved  with  these  tions  and  their  long  history  of  doing  more 
telegraphing  me  message  that  these  folks  folks  in  their  ministries,  it's  easy  to  con-  than  their  fair  share  to  help  bring 
bebeve  they  are  on  mission  for  the  Lord  and  elude  that  this  is  a  place  where  the  hands-  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus.  Keep 
really  —  really  —  loving  ev'ery  minute  of  it.  on  work  of  the  Lora  is  experiencing  a  man-  up  the  good  work! 

Like  virtually  every  facet  of  Baptist  life,  ifold  increase.  . . y 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  involved  in  associa-  More  and  more  Mississippi  Baptists  are  Adapted  and  updated  from  an  editor  s  note- 

tional  activities  in  outsize  proportions  when  getting  involved  in  associational  missions  for  book  commentary  originally  published  on 
compared  to  larger,  more  pt^pulous  Southern  good  reason,  but  every  Mississippi  Baptist  October  17, 1996.  Reprinted  by  request. 
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When  CBS  news  anchor 
Walter  Cronkite 

expressed  his  farewell  after 


ADVERTISING/PROOF  READER 
Heather  Cumberland 


decades  of  broadcasting  he  said, 

"1  have  merely  been  a  highly 
visible  member  of  a  most  superb 
team."  1  can  identify  with  his 
sentiment.  As  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
I  have  simply  been  a  public  rep¬ 
resentative  of  a  superb  team  of 
committed  Christians  through¬ 
out  our  state.  The  responsibility 
has  been  more  demanding  than 
1  anticipated,  but  the  joy  has 
been  far  more  rewarding  than  I 
expected.  Thank  you  for  your 
fervent  prayers  and  faithful 
encouragement. 

As  I  prepare  to  pass  the  torch 
to  my  successor  there  are  sever¬ 
al  challenges  that  Mississippi 
Baptists  must  face  for  the  cause 
of  Christ. 

The  first  is  the  challenge  of 
spiritual  mediocrity.  There  is  a 
real  and  present  danger  that  we  to  the  slow  poison  of  medioc- 
will  become  company  peiTOle  rity  is  found  in  Paul's  prescrip 
rather  ^an  kingdom  people.  The  tion  to  the  Romans  when  h« 
beguiling  tendency  is  to  enthrone  wrote,  "never  be  lacking  in  zeal 
the  traditions  of  men  and  imore  but  keep  your  spiritu^  fervor 
the  rigorous  demands  of  King-  serv'ing  the  Lord^  (12:11). 
dom  sacrifice.  Jesus  did  not  water  Another  challenge  looming 
down  his  call  in  order  to  accom-  ahead  involves  fhe  appealing 
mixlate  our  ecclesiastical  conve-  lure  of  gambling.  The  tentacle: 
niences.  Nearly  2000  years  a^o  he  of  the  gaming  industry  have 
told  his  disciples  to  give  priority  already  clutched  virtually 
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allegiance  of  his  kingdom  and  to  every  area  of  our  state  govem- 
take  up  a  cross  in  pursuit  of  his  ment.  The  nature  of  the  indus- 
glory.  I  fear  that  we  mi^t  sue-  try  is  ravenous.  Gambling  is 
cumo  to  the  temptation  of  slodr.  1  economic  kudzu.  It  over- 
worry  that  we  might  bUssfully  whelms,  consumes,  and 
nap  m  the  lighthouse  while  mil-  devours.  It  has  the  potential  to 
Uons  perish  against  jagged  rocks  monopolize  fiscal  policy  and, 
of  despair.  like  the  beast  of  Revelation,  to 

Spiritual  mediocrity  lulls  us  dominate  supply  and  demand, 
into  a  false  security,  but  it  also  I  realize  the  gambling  indus- 
incurs  the  prophetic  rebuke,  try  is  here  to  stay,  but  I  am  both- 
"Woe  to  those  wno  are  at  ease  in  ered  by  the  ethical  and  moral 
Zion"  (Amos  6:1).  The  antidote  maze  that  it  has  introduced  to  a 

new  generation  of  citizens.  As 
Mississippi  Baptists  we  must  be 
authentic  in  our  love  and  con¬ 
cern  for  those  who  work  in  the 
casinos.  Many  of  them  have  no 
choice.  We  must  also  be  vigilant 
in  our  quest  to  live  by  God's 
standard  instead  of  the  world's. 

A  final  challenge  that  we  fac« 
is  that  of  intellectual  isolationism. 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

The  challenges 

1 

we  face 

1  -P-' 

By  Dean  Register,  president 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Looking  hack 


Kan.  fields  ready  for  Hispanic  spiritual  harvest 


■  population  in  Liberal  has  seen 

35  people  being  baptized  in 
four  years.  Attendance  has 
grown  from  36  to  nearly  100 
each  week.  Having  outgrown 
their  present  building,  the 
church  recently  bought  prop¬ 
erty  in  another  part  of  town 
and  will  begin  building  a  new 
church  soon. 

The  growth  is  simply 
miraculous,  Aldape  said  of 
the  work  in  Liberal.  But  he  is 
quick  to  point  out  growth  is 
still  slow  due  to  traditional 
Catholic  influences.  When 
you  visit  people,  they  say  they 
are  not  interested”  because 

LOOKING  TO  THE  FUTURE  —  Today,  Enrique  Alvarado  stands  they  may  not  have  stepped 
in  front  of  this  church  building  where  Iglesia  Bautista  Nueva  Vida  ^  Catholic  church  since 

calls  home  in  Liberal,  Kan.  But  in  the  days  ahead,  Alvarado  looks  childhood, 
forward  to  seeing  a  new  church  building  stand  on  the  property  the  "Even  after  many  accept 
church  recently  purchased.  (BP  photo)  Christ,  they  are  slow  to 

- — -  become  baptized  in  fear  of 

year  of  establishing  a  Hispanic  church,  I  have  made  changes  in  being  excommunicated  from 

church,  20  people  attended  the  my  life,"  he  said.  "The  cnurch  the  [CatholicJ  church," 

church.  In  the  second  year,  the  has  done  some  wonderful  Aldape  said.  "Many  believe  in 

number  grew  to  35,  and  in  the  things  for  me,  including  help-  Christ  but  have  to  learn  to 

third  year,  the  number  is  now  in^  me  stop  doing  some  of  the  trust  Christ." 

close  to  50  people  each  week.  things  I  was  doing,  including 
Step  outside  the  church  drinking." 

building  and  you  immediately  "If  I  had  not  started  attend- 
see  a  small  mobile  home  park,  ing  church,  I  would  probably 

It  is  in  areas  like  this  that  be  trying  to  find  a  drink  or  be 

Bluv'an  is  finding  hurting  peo-  somewhere  1  am  not  sup¬ 
ple,  each  searching  for  answers  posed  to  be,"  Chavarria  said 

and  needing  someone  to  tell  confidently  of  his  church 

them  the  good  news  that  Jesus  experience, 

loves  them.  Success  stories  are  being 

In  the  mobile  home  park,  told  all  over  southwest  Kansas 

Bluvan  found  Roland  as  other  Mexican-born  men 

Chavarria  returning  home  with  stories  similar  to  Enrique 

from  his  job  at  the  Case  Tractor  Bluvan  assume  leadersnip 

dealership,  located  directly  roles  as  pastors  and  churcn 

across  the  field  from  his  home,  leaders. 

Recently,  Roland  and  his  wife,  Enrique  AJvarado  pastors 
Martha,  began  attending  the  Hispanic  Southern  Baptist 

Bluvan's  church.  Martha  led  church  in  Liberal,  Kan.  By  tak- 

the  way  by  attending  a  Bible  ing  a  step  of  faith,  Alvarado 

study  and  then  convinced  moved  from  a  very  stable  pas- 

Roland  to  attend  as  well.  torate  in  Texas  to  become  pas- 

"At  first  I  made  excuses  not  tor  of  a  small  church  in  this 
to  go,  but  she  kept  bugging  me,  growing  Kansas  border  town 
so  I  gav'e  up  and  went  to  near  Oklahoma, 
church,"  Chavarria  said.  "Through  prayer,  the  Lord 

On  his  first  day  at  church,  told  me  1  needed  to  reach 
Chavarria  recalled^  listening  to  more  Mexican  people  for 
the  words  being  spoken,  but  Christ,"  Alvarado  said.  "1 
his  mind  was  miles  away.  Then  came  to  Liberal  for  a  visit  and 
the  music  started  and  it  imme-  saw  the  opportunity  to  grow 
diatelv  got  his  attention.  He's  in  my  ministry  and  reach  peo- 
been  faitnful  ever  since.  pie  for  Jesus.''^ 

Hearing  hymns  in  Spanish  His  faithful  work  in  reach- 
opened  his  eyes  and  suddenly  ing  the  growing  Hispanic 

tne  sermons  began  making  _ 

sense  as  well.  Going  to  churcn 
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Just  as  it  is  in  South 
America,  China,  Europe  and 
around  the  world,  the  nelds  in 
Kansas  —  in  Garden  City, 
Liberal,  and  Sublette  —  are 
ready  for  harvest. 


WARM  GREETINGS  — 
Abraham  Aldape  (left)  shakes 
Martha  Chavarria's  hand  out¬ 
side  her  family's  home  in 
Sublette,  Kan.  Her  husband, 
Roland  (right)  recently  turned 
his  life  over  to  Christ  and  has 
been  faithfully  attending 
Sublette's  growing  Hispanic 
Southern  Baptist  congregation. 
(BP  photo) 


Walker  to  head  BJC  on  Public  Affairs 

Brent  Walker,  general  counsel  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
(BJC)  on  Public  Affairs  for  the  last  six  years,  has  been  selected 
as  the  new  executive  director  of  the  church-state  organization. 

The  agency's  board  of  directors  voted  unanimously  for 
Walker  to  replace  James  Dunn,  who  retired  after  18  years. 
Dunn,  whose  tenure  was  marked  by  a  stormy  relationship 
between  the  agency  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is 
now  serving  as  president  of  the  BJC  Endowment  and  a  visit¬ 
ing  professor  at  Wake  Forest  Divinity  School  in  Winston 
Salem,  N.C. 

Walker  was  associate  general  counsel  for  four  years  before 
replacing  Oliver  "Buzz"^omas  as  general  counsel  in  1993. 
Walker  has  a  master  of  divinity  degree  from  Southern 
Seminary  and  a  law  degree  from  Stetson  University. 


Over  700  college  students  from  around  the  state  gathers  at  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson  for  the  1979  Student  Convention.  Students 
approve  a  $100,000  fund  raising  goal  to  send  90  students  as  summer 
missionaries  in  1990. 


Olive  Church,  Pearl  River  County,  near  Lumberton,  dedicates  its  new 
educational  wing.  The  addition  includes  a  pastor's  study,  two  Sunday 
School  rooms,  a  nursery,  and  a  library.  The  building  is  dedicated  debt  free. 
Dennis  Allen  is  pastor. 


Closing  out  his  15th  anniversary  as  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  A.  L. 
Goodrich  calls  upon  Mississippi  Baptists  to  increase  circulation  of  the 
state  paper  by  1,500.  During  his  tenure  as  editor,  circulation  has  grown 
from  4,()01  to  its  present  level  of  just  over  64,5(X). 
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MD  church  ministers  in  shadow  of  steel  mill 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


front  building  during  the  winter  months, 
and  under  tne  park  pavilion  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months. 

"Our  church,  1  feel,  is  kind  of  unitiue," 
Gunter  said.  "We  have  visitors  just  aoout 
every  week,  but  for  us,  a  visitor  coming 
During  the  1960's  and  70's  when  tens  of  through  the  dtx>r  is  normal.  No  one  liwks 
thousands  of  people  worked  in  the  steel  around  and  says  'there's  someone  new.' 

"We  have  a  wide  range  of  people, 
from  well-respected  retirement  people  in 


In  addition,  Gunter  has  had  mission 
groups  come  in  and  hit  the  streets  going 
dcwr  to  door.  There  are  thousands  of  doors 
to  knock  on  in  the  Dundalk  area.  Going 
dtx)r  to  door  is  hard,  long,  and  tedious 
work,  but  Gunter  has  found  that  it  pays  off. 

"I  have  discov  ered  that  if  we  go  to  1,000 
homes  and  knock  on  the  door  in  a  week, 
we  will  have  five  v^isitors  from  our  week's 
effort,"  he  said. 


pie  worked  in  the  steel 
mills,  this  was  a  tnriving  blue  collar  com¬ 
munity.  Annual  fourth  of  July  parades  cir¬ 
cled  the  park  in  the  middle  or  the  neighbor- 
hocxl,  marching  past  memorials  to  the  vet¬ 
erans  of  World  Wars  I  and  11.  It  was  the  kind 
of  community  the  local  draft  board  drew 
heavily  from  during  the  Vietnam  conflict. 

Now  in  the  park  there  is  a  Vietnam 
memorial  next  to  the  older  war  monuments. 
The  steel  mill  employs  thousands  less,  and 
the  Dundalk  community  has  changed. 

Gene  Gunter  grew  up  in  the  shadow  of 
the  steel  mills  as  a  Dundalk  youth.  After 
high  schcKil,  he  spent  many  years  away 
serving  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
However,  a  strong  tug  in  his  heart  for  his 
old  neighborhood  Drought  him  back. 

A  few  years  ago  while  reading  Rick 
Warren's  book.  The  Purpose  Drive  Cnurch, 
Gunter  was  moved  by  God  to  start  a 
church  in  the  Dundalk  area.  He  wanted  to 
start  the  church  that  next  Easter,  but  he  was 
unable  to  secure  a  meeting  place  that  he 
could  afford. 

Standing  in  the  park  that  is  in  the  center 
of  Dundalk,  Gunter  saw  the  covered  pavil¬ 
ion.  Since  he  could  not  find  a  building  in 
which  to  meet,  he  decided  God  was  lead¬ 
ing  him  to  start  a  church  out-of-doors,  in 
the  park.  On  Easter  Sunday,  1996, 
Crossroads  Communitv  Church  vvas  born 

"For  six  months  we  met  here,  in  the 
Park,  and  we  were  blessed  with  good 
weather,"  Gunter  said. 

At  times  only  a  handful  of  people  came, 
but  being  in  the  park  attracted  consider¬ 
able  attention.  Manv  people  out  for  a 
Sunday  morning  stroll  worWd  their  wav 
over  to  the  pavilion  and  the  service  being 
held  there. 

5H>on  there  was  a  regular  group  of  wor¬ 
shipers,  a  mixed  group  of  the  unemployed, 
and  of  community  residents.  However, 
winter  was  coming* and  Gunter  knew  they 
would  have  to  find  a  place  to  meet. 

"The  weather  started  to  turn  cold  and 
we  needed  a  place,  and  God  opened  up  a 
place,  actually  I  like  to  sav,  within  walking 
distance  and  eye  sight  o^  the  park,  which 
was  good  for  us,  and  we  were  able  to  move 
there  for  the  winter,"  he  said. 

The  place  God  provided  was  a  former 
shtx.*  repair  shop,  one  bltKk  down  and 
acri>ss  the  street  from  the  park.  For  three 
years  now,  the  church  has  met  in  the  store- 


Seminary 
Extension 
reaches  one- 
year  record 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
For  the  first  time.  Seminary 
Extension  has  500  extension 
centers  in  operation  in  a  given 
year.  When  the  Tryon 
Evergrc-en  Baptist  Asscxiation's 
Institute  for  Learning,  Conroe, 
Texas,  recently  was  certified,  it 
became  the  record-setting 
500th  center. 

The  institute  is  directed  by 
Dan  (jilmore,  associate  direc¬ 
tor  ol  missions.  C.El.  Murphy 
is  director  of  missions  for  the 
assoc  lation. 

Ed  Thiele,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Seminary  Extension, 
said,  "It's  not  surprising  that 
the  rec  orcl-setting  500th  center 
is  in  Texas.  In  recent  years, 
Texas  has  consistently  been 
one  ol  the  leaders  in  student 
enrollments  and  now  has 
more  than  60  centers." 

Extension  centers,  located 
in  46  states,  Canada,  and 
Mexico,  as  well  as  overseas, 
offer  ministry  training  in  a 
classroom  seating  in  easy 
reach  of  church  leaders  who 
cannot  get  away  to  a  college 
or  seminary.  Teachers  have  a 
master's  degrc>e  and  church 
leadership  experience. 

Seminary  Extension  courses 
also  are  available  by  corre¬ 
spondence  from  the  ministry's 
offices  at  901  Commc*rce  St., 
Nashville,  TN  17201. 


ARRIVING  TO  MINISTER  —  Gene  Gunter  arrives  at  Crossroads  Community  Church  in 
the  Dundalk  area  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Gunter,  a  native  of  the  area,  started  the  store-front 
churc  h  in  a  nearby  park  three  years  ago.  (BR  special  photo) 


Courses  to  be  offered  in  Mississippi  by  NOBTS 


October  25  begins  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  eight  courses  at  nine 
IcKations  in  Mississippi  spon¬ 
sored  by  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

The  total  eight  courses  are: 
Song  Leading;  Worship 
Planning;  Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch;  Reading  Music: 
Flarmony/ Melody;  Hymn- 
ologv;  Music  Administra¬ 
tion/Staff  Relations;  Survey  of 
Music  Resources;  and  Class 
Voice.  These  courses  are 
dc'signed  to  provide  basic  train¬ 
ing  for  bivocational  music 
directors  and  other  music  Ic'ad- 
ers  in  churches. 

The  eight  courses  meet  two 
hours  per  week.  Each  course  is 
eight  weeks  in  length. 


McElroy,  teacher. 

•  Hernando  Church, 

Hernando  —  beginning  Oct.  25 
(7-9  p.m.)  Barry  Tweedy, 

teacher. 

•  Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi  — 
beginning  Oct.  26  (7-9  p.m.) 
Bod  Chicnester,  teacher. 

•  Tri-Couri^y  AsstKiational 
Building,  Columbia  —  begin¬ 
ning  Nov.  2  (6:30-8:30  p.m.) 
James  Hayes,  teacher. 

These  classes  could  be 
offered  at  other  locations  in  the 
state  also,  where  10-12  students 
are  interested  in  enrolling. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Julius  Thompson,  117 
Napa  Valiev  Circle,  Madison, 
MS  39110.  Telephone  (601) 
856-4.341. 
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Blue-ribbon  committee  set  to  study  BFM 

I  Tir't  711  ¥  »-’  »y  y  *  ^ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  What  does 
the  future  hold  for  Southern  Baptists'  his¬ 
toric  "Baptist  Faith  and  Message"  docu¬ 
ment?  The  answer  to  that  question  will 
unfold  in  the  coming  months  as  a  blue-rib¬ 
bon  committee  appointed  by  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  President  Paige 
Patterson  goes  about  its  work. 

The  committee,  authorized  in  June  by 
SBC  messengers,  was  assigned  the  task  of 
reviewing  the  doctrinal  statement  "with 
the  responsibility  to  report  and  bring  any 
recommendations  to  this  meeting  next 
June  in  Orlando." 

The  statement,  originally  adopted  in 
1925,  was  revised  in  1963,  reducing  the 
number  of  articles  from  25  to  17.  The  only 
change  to  the  1963  statement  came  last  year 
when  SBC  messengers  adopted  an  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  family.  While  not  an  official 
creed,  most  Southern  Baptists  regard  the 
"Baptist  Faith  and  Message"  as  a  general 
statement  of  basic  Baptist  beliefs. 

Patterson  announced  appointment  of 
the  study  committee  in  August,  naming 
three-time  SBC  president  Adrian  Rogers  to 
head  the  15-member  committee. 

The  committee  includes  two  former  SBC 


presidents,  two  seminary  presidents,  the 
bead  of  the  SBC  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission,  and  the  wife  of  the 
SBC  Annuity  Board  president.  It  also 
includes  the  individual  who  made  the 
motion  to  study  the  document. 

The  make-up  of  the  committee  is  signif¬ 
icantly  different  from  one  appointed  by 
SBC  President  Uerschel  Hobbs  in  1962. 
Hobbs  named  the  sitting  presidents  of  each 
state  convention  to  the  committee,  which 
presented  its  report  in  1963. 

"What  we  bad  then  was  a  serious 
group  of  leaders  who  were  all  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  state  conventions,"  recalled 
Wayne  Ward,  an  advisor  to  the  1963  com¬ 
mittee.  Ward,  a  retired  professor  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  said 
Hobbs  viewed  that  appointment  process 
as  the  best  way  to  "have  a  representative 
committee." 

"You  didn't  have  a  hand-picked  com¬ 
mittee  like  this  one  is,"  Ward  added. 

Despite  that  fact,  others  say  the  current 
committee  is  equally  representative  of 
Southern  Baptists  today.  "I  think  you  see  a 
very  good  representation  of  current 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  and  pastors  and 


others,"  said  committee  member  Albert 
Mohler,  president  of  Southern  Seminary.  "1 
believe  the  vast  mainstream  multitude  of 
Southern  Baptists  will  be  \'ery  pleased  with 
any  recommendations  which  may  come 
from  this  committee." 

When  he  announced  the  committee 
appointments,  Patterson  said  he  did  "not 
anticipate  even  beginning  to  approximate  a 
rewrite"  of  the  faitb  statement. 

"Most  folks  feel,  'If  it  ain't  broke,  don't 
fix  it,"'  Patterson  said. 

While  describing  the  "Baptist  Faith  and 
Message"  as  an  "undeniably  fabulous 
statement,"  he  added  that  the  committee 
will  be  "free  to  proceed  with  whate\'er  rec¬ 
ommendations  they  wish  to  make." 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in 
Cordova,  Tenn.,  said  he  hopes  the  docu¬ 
ment  will  be  given  a  thorough  study  and 
that  it  will  either  be  "left  exactly  as  it  is, 
which  would  be  wonderful  if  we  agree  to 
that  premise"  or  that  it  will  be  "clarified 
and  strengthened." 

While  Rogers  said  he  is  "happy  with  it 
the  way  it  is,"  he  added,  "I  don't  think 
there  is  anything  that  can't  be  improved 
with  study. ' 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futrul,  executi\'e  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


An  Open  Letter  to 
Governor  Ventura 

Dear  Governor  Ventura, 

I  am  writing  concerning 
your  recent  remarks  about  reli¬ 
gion.  I  have  often  wondered 
about  your  religious  back¬ 
ground  and  hi>w  you  felt  about 
religiim  —  now  I  know. 

Although  I  am  not  a  recipient 
of  the  magazine  in  which  \oiir 
interv’iew  appeared,  I  ha\  e  read 
vour  remarks  as  reported  by 
other  media  outlets.  I  want  vou 
to  know  that  I  fully  agree  that 
you  should  have  the  right  to 
express  your  ideas  regardless  of 
whether  I,  or  anyone  else,  may 
agree  or  disagree  with  them. 

I  also  agree  that  the  people 
of  Minnesota  have  the  right  to 
choose  whomever  thev  wish  to 
be  their  governor.  Certainly, 
here  in  Mississippi,  we  have 
chosen  some  interesting  people 
to  lead  us  through  the  years. 
Furthermore,  1  commend  you 
that  in  this  day  of  political  cor¬ 


rectness  and  htrked-tongue 
speech,  you  would  plainly 
express  vourself. 

Now  concerning  religion  —  1 
want  you  to  know,  though  this 
may  sound  strange  to  you,  I 
generally  agree  with  your  \  iew. 
If  it  was  reported  correctly,  you 
said  that  organized  religion 
was  just  a  "crutch"  for  weak- 
minaed  people.  Please  allow 
me  to  comment  on  two  dimen¬ 
sions  of  your  remark: 

L_  Organized  religion  is  not 
always  a  gcxid  thing  and  in  fact 
it  can  be  a  very  bad  thing.  All 
through  the  ages  it  has  been 


easy  for  people  to  fall  into  a 
trap  of  religion  that  allows 
them  to  do  religious  activities 
and  not  tally  be  in  touch  with 
Ccxl.  In  fact,  the  Bible  says  that 
it  is  possible  ftir  us  to  have  "a 
form  of  godliness,  but  deny  the 
power  thereof." 

A  close  study  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  might  reveal  that  one  of 
the  reasons  he  had  an  ongoing 
and  constant  confrontation 
with  the  people  of  his  day  was 
because  he  recognized  that  they 
were  playing  a  religious  game 
that  served  as  a  mask  for  evil 
and  did  nothing  at  all  to  make  a 
difference  in  their  hearts.  It  was 
organized  religion  that  led  in 
the  effort  to  crucify  Jesus. 

2.  You  are  also  right  in  your 
evaluation  of  what  you  referred 
to  as  weak-minaed  people 
needing  a  crutch.  The  Bitle 
says  that  the  very  purpose  that 
God  sent  his  onfy  Son  into  the 
world  was  for  him  to  be  our 
Savior,  our  enabler,  and  the 
"crutch"  for  our  brokenness. 

He  came  to  all  of  us.  Jesus 
did  not  just  come  to  build  great 
cathedrals,  or  to  organize  a  new 
religion,  but  to  heal  our  broken 
lives,  to  restore  our  warped 
thinking,  and  to  do  for  us  what 
we  could  not  do  for  ourselves. 


Since  all  of  us  have  sinned,  all 
of  us  need  him.  I,  unashamedly, 
confess  to  you  that  I  am  one  of 
those  weak-minded  people  who 
found  in  Jesus  Christ  a  new  way 
of  life.  I  could  not  and  I  would 
not  want  to  go  through  life 
without  him.  1  am  thankful  for 
the  strength  he  gives  me  when  I 
am  weak,  the  guidance  he  gi\  c's 
me  when  1  am  unsure,  and  the 
blessings  he  brings  to  mv  life 
when  I  ani  so  undesea  ing. 

While  1  am  not  dependent 
upon  organized  religion  to  maki' 
a  difference  in  my  life,  1  am  total¬ 
ly  dependent  upon  Jesus  Christ, 
Cod's  wonderful,  Hea\enly 
"crutch"  to  lift  me  out  of  my  sin 
and  give  me  power  to  live. 

It  IS  the  wonderful  gtxxl  news 
of  Heaven  that  Jesus  is  ready, 
willing,  and  able  to  forgive  lis 
our  sins  and  to  give  us  an  abun¬ 
dant  life.  He  desires  to  come  and 
work  his  miracle  of  new  life  in 
every  one  of  us.  All  we  have  to 
do  is  turn  from  our  sins  and 
receive  him  as  our  Savior. 

I  have  listened  to  you  speak 
and  have  heard  your  comments 
about  mligion,  but  1  have  never 
heard  you  express  your  views 
concerning  vour  perstmal  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Cxxi. 

If  you  know  the  Lord,  I  pray 
that  your  life  in  him  will  grow 
stronger  and  deeper  each  day.  If 
you  ao  not  know  nim,  my  prayer 
IS  that  tcxlay  you  would  recog¬ 
nize  your  need  of  him,  be 
assured  of  his  love  for  you,  and 
trust  him  as  your  Savior.  You  will 
be  glad  you  did. 

God  bless  you! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Jim  Futral 


More  than  8,000  Southern  Baptist  congregations  now  trust 
Church  Mutual  for  property,  liability,  workers’  compensation 
and  commercial  auto  insurance  advice  and  protection. 


W  licit'  S,122  SniitlicTii  B,iptist 
e hurt  lies  tiiui  tur  protection. 


At  no  cost  or  obligation  to  you,  we  ll  conduct  an  on-site 
analysis  of  your  buildings  and  activities,  then  recommend  a 
plan  designed  specifically  for  your  church.  Compare  our  plan 
with  your  present  insurance  program. 

You’ll  find  out  why  more  churches  trust 
Church  Mutual  than  any  other  insurance 
company  in  the  nation.  Call  today. 

800-554-2642  www.churchmutual.com 


FREE  ON-SITE  ANALYSIS 


Church  A 
Mutualil 
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New  and  Used  Buses  in  sttxk 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Siva  195^ 
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Lottery  defeat 
credited  to 
Ala.  churches 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Alabama  voters  rejected  a 
state  lottery  Oct.  12  following 
an  unprecedented  and  aggres¬ 
sive  nxivement  by  the  •>tate's 
churches. 

With  98%  of  the  preenc  ts 
re(K)rting,  the  vote  was 
()63,988,  or  54‘"<,,  against  .and 
.5,39,377,  or  46%,  in  favor. 

'The  reason  v\e  won  is  the 
churches,"  said  lim  Cooper  ot 
Citizens  Against  Legalized 
Lottery. 

Cooper,  who  emerged  late 
in  the  anti-lottery  campaign, 
led  opposition  efforts  through 
television  advertising  as  well 
as  through  the  churches. 

"This  issue  was  for  our  state 
and  our  families,"  he  said. 
"This  is  a  great  state,  but  there 
is  never  a  right  way  to  do 
wrong." 

)oe  Boh  Mizzell,  head  of 
Christian  ethics  at  the 
Alabama  Baptist  State  Board  of 
Missions,  said  Anti-Gambling 
Sunday  on  Sept.  19  also  made 
a  difference.  "The  churches 
went  to  work  after  that  and 
responded  to  all  the  materials 
we  provided,"  he  said. 


Names  in  the  News 


Homecomings 


Wilford  M.  Lee,  pastor  emer¬ 
itus  of  First  Church,  Hilton  Head 
Island,  S.  C.,  died  &pt.  12  at  the 
age  of  86.  Burial  was  in  Little 
RcKk,  Ark.  He  pastured  First 
Church,  Leland,  from  1947-57. 
Lee  was  a  graduate  of  Ouachita 
Baptist  University  and  Southern 
Seminary.  He  is  survived  In'  his 
wife  Marguerite  of  Hilton  Head 
Island;  son.  Tommy  of 
Louisville,  Kv.;  daughter,  Eleita 
Trezevant  of  feeaufort,  S.  C.,  five 
grandchildren,  and  three  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Union 
County,  recently  ordained 
Kenneth  Hickt^y  and  Chris 
McCord  as  deacons.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Les  Jones,  pastor; 
McCord;  Randv  Rhinehart,  for¬ 
mer  pastor;  and  Hickey. 


Music  evangelist  Steve 
Walker,  Pinola,  will  be  in  con¬ 
cert  at  Liberty  Church, 
Flowood,  Oct.  31  at  6  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  the 
church  office  at  (601)  992-0345. 
John  Cofer  is  pastor.  Chuck 
Myers  is  minister  of 
youth /music. 

Jessie  James  Scott  Jr.,  of 
Carthage,  died  Sept.  17  at  St. 
Dominic  Hospital  in  Jackson. 
Funeral  services  were  held 
Sept.  19  at  Pleasant  Hill 
Church.  Burial  was  in  the 
church  cemetery.  A  native  of 
Leake  County,  Scott  was  pastor 
of  Unity  Church,  Attala 


Red  and  Dyer 

County,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  ha^  prex  iously  pastured  at 
Remus,  Mt.  Zion,  Laurel  Hill, 
and  New  Prospect  churches  in 
Leake  County.  He  is  survived 
his  wife,  Sarah  Scott, 
Carthage;  son,  Jessie  Dale  Scott, 
Carthage;  daughter,  Rebecca 
Thomas,  Pearl;  mother,  Frances 
Scott,  Walnut  Grove;  brothers, 
Randolph  Scott  and  Carl  Scott, 
both  of  Carthage;  sister,  Linda 
Pickel,  Carthage;  and  two 
grandchildren. 


Richmond 


Church,  Lee 
Association,  recently  held 
ordination  services  fof  three 
new  deacons.  Picturc'd  (from 
left)  are  Henry  )enkins;  Keith 
Strawn,  John  Graham,  and 
Michael  Lindsey,  new  dea¬ 
cons;  and  Sean  Tutor,  pastor. 


Ludlow,  Ludlow:  Oct.  24; 
Sunday  Schcxil,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11a.m.;  lunch  at  ncxin  in  the 
Family  Life  Center;  Don  Wilson, 
former  interim  pastor,  guest 
speaker;  M.  L.  WaUace,  pastor. 

Highland,  Crystal  Springs: 
Nov.  7;  Sunday  ^hool,  9  a.m.; 
worship,  10;3()  a.m.;  covered 
dish  lunch  following  services;  1 
p.m.,  singing  with  Hosanna  of 
Magee  and  First  Light  of 
Vicksburg,  guest  singers;  Mark 
D.  Jones,  pastor. 

McCool,  McCool:  Nov.  7;  11 
a.m.  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Malcofm  Byrd,  pastor, 
speaker. 

Bethel,  Newton:  Nov.  14; 
160th  anniversary;  Gerald 
Martin,  speaker;  lunch  at  ncxm; 
Paul  Oglesbee,  pastor. 


First,  Coffeeville:  Nov.  7; 
Sunday  Schcxjl,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  fl  a.m.;  lunch  served  in 
Family  Life  Building;  Jill 
Arrington  Clark,  music;  Owen 
Riddick,  guest  speaker;  Daniel 
Hathome,  pastor. 


New  Hope,  Sumrall:  Oct.  24; 
166th  year;  Gerald  Aultman, 
morning  speaker;  Charles  Brcxim, 
evening  speaker,  ncxin  meal; 
Richard  L.  Hamilton,  pastor. 

Zion  Hill,  Wesson:  Oct.  31; 
10:45  a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship 
Evansville,  Coldwaten  Nov.  hall;  Malcom  Massey,  former 
7;  10  a.m.,  singing  and  sermon;  pastor,  speaker;’  Tom 

dinner  in  fellowship  hall  at  McCormick,  pastor, 
ncxm;  Bernette  Fielcier,  guest 
speaker;  Rick  and  Cheryl 
Martin,  guest  singers;  David 
Worley,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove,  Carthage:  Oct. 

31;  10:30  a.m.;  107th  anniver¬ 
sary;  Keith  Fulton,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  now  pastor  of  Mt.  Carmel 
Church,  Edinburgh,  speaker; 

Sonrise  group,  Ron  Fulton, 

Cindy  Fulton  Lee,  and  William 
Crenshaw,  music;  Paul  H. 

Leber  Sr.,  pastor. 


Staff  changes 

Scott 


Newton 
Associations  have  calkxl  Mike 
Everetl  .is  director  of  missions. 


RIVES,  LEAVELL  &  CO. 

INVITES  YOUR  INDICATION  OF  INTEREST  IN 

$425,000 

OF  FIRST  MORTGAGE  BONDS  ISSUED  BY 

New  Zion  Baptist  Church 
Crystal  Springs,  MS 

pm  £  Anticipated  Issue  Date: 

11/01/99 

Interest  Rates  Kan)>e 
from  6.00%  to  8.85% 


Orleans 
Seminary  in 

1976.  He  Everett 

has  served 

in  the  ministry  .10  years  and 
previously  served  at  Central 
Church,  McComb. 


EARN 
UP  TO 


North  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia,  has  called  James 
Bell,  as  minister  of  cxlucation 
and  music,  effective  Aug.  29.  A 
native  of  Improve  Community, 
Marion  County,  he  received  his 
education  at  Pearl  River 
Community  College,  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was 
Raleigh  Church,  Memphis. 

Calvary  Church,  Columbia, 

has  called  Chris  Carter  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  Sept.  1 .  Carter  is  a 
native  of  Texas  and  has  served 
churches  in  New  Mexico, 
Texas,  North  Carolina,  and 
Illinois.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Oklahoma  Baptist  College. 


Bond  Maturity  Range  - 1  yr.  to  20  yrs.  Bonds  are  available  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self- 
directed  retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 


This  Annount  ement  is  neither  an  offer  nor  a  soiu  tfatton  of  an  offer  to  hu\  The  offer  is 
made  ontv  hy  pnispevtus.  For  more  complete  information  about  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a 
prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the  particulars  of  this  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invent  or  send  money  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value,  subjet  t  to  prior  sale 


Patterson  Place  Lodge 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton  ^ 
Wednesday,  Octob^^^^ 


460  Briarwood  Drive,  Suite  515 
Jackson,  MS  39206 
(601)  948-4500 

For  additional  information  call 

Mark  McNeece 
Regional  V.P. 

(601)  926-2020 


Since  1%.1 


The  BAfmsr  Record 


October  21, 1999 


artnership 


issions 


hearing  to  a  much  wider  area.  Groups 
requested  liim  to  come  and  share  the  work 
and  to  help  them  organize  to  send  teams. 
He  promoted  all  of  the  areas  of  work,  but 
Honduras  was  always  foremost  in  his 
thinking. 

The  reader  can  perhaps  now  grasp 
how  vital  he  was  to  Partnership  Missions  in 
Mississippi.  Mackie  was  a  good  friend.  We 
spent  many  hours  together  planning  and 
evaluating  the  work  and  travelling  to  and 
from  projects  in  which  we  had  been 
involved.  1  miss  him  a  great  deal  but  rejoice 
in  the  knowledge  that  he  is  in  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  place.  As  the  reader  may  have  surmised, 
Mackie  not  only  gave  of  himself,  but  he 
was  generous  with  his  own  personal  finan¬ 
cial  resources.  As  far  as  1  am  concerned,  he 
was  the  epitome  of  a  volunteer  in  missions 
and  1  give  gratitude  to  God  for  his  tremen¬ 
dous  contribution. 

-  Bill  Hariiy 

Partnership  Missions  Coordinator,  Retired 


Tribute  to  Mackie  Davis 


"Pat,  who  is  the  big  guy  pushing  mission 
trips?"  He  answered,  "1  don't  know,  except 
someone  called  him  Mackie."  We  were  in  a 
meeting  of  agricultural  missions  in  the 
19S0's.  The  huge  man  speaking  from  the 
fifth  row  was  recruiting  people  to  make  up 
teams  to  go  on  mission  trips  to  Honduras. 
Later  we  learned  his  name  was  Mackie 
Davis. 

During  the  two  years  we  volunteered 
in  Honduras,  we  came  to  appreciate  and 
love  the  giant  of  a  man.  Few  laymen  affect¬ 
ed  missions  more  than  Mackie  Davis  did  by 
pushing  mi.ssions 

Mackie  was  a  gentle  mover  and  shaker 
in  volunteer  missions.  He  had  contacts  near 
and  far  and  he  could  persuade  them  to  use 
their  funds,  talents,  and  time  to  share  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ.  Mackie  was  one  of  a 
kind  with  a  big  soft  heart.  He  will  be  great¬ 
ly  missed. 

-  Pat  and  Ruth  Ro;^ers 
Volunteers  in  Missions 
Brandon 


The  first  time  I  met  Mackie  Davis  was 
in  a  group  discussing  the  establishment  of 
a  parrnership  between  Mississippi  Baptists 
and  Honduras.  Although  new  to  some  of 
us,  Mackie  had  been  a  part  of  a  group  min¬ 
istering  in  Honduras  since  the  late  1970's. 
Even  a  casual  conversation  would  sexm 
reveal  how  deeply  committed  to  missions 
he  w'as  and  esp>eciallv  to  the  people  of 
Honduras. 

The  partnership  with  Honduras 
became  a  reality  and  Mackie  Davis  became 
a  volunteer  consultant  to  help  facilitate  the 
initial  groups  that  went  under  the  new 
partnership.  As  the  months  and  years 
went  by  his  committment  and  participa¬ 
tion  increasi'd.  in  fact,  his  involvement  was 
such  that  he  became  Volunteer  Assistant 
Coordinator,  and  worked  through  the 
partnership  office.  The  number  of  piartner- 
ships  increased  and  Mackie  twk  on  the 
role  of  enlisting  group’s  to  participate  in  all 


ol  them.  His  convictic>n  was  so  strong  that 
he  determined  that  he  would  leacl  one 
team  each  vear  to  each  of  our  partners. 
This  was  no  small  effort  since  there  were 
three  official  partnership’s  and  he  repeated 
groups  to  places  where  we  had  formerly 
had  a  linkage. 

Another 
facet  of  the  con¬ 
tribution  of  this 
man  was  his 
desire  to  see 
more  churches 
and  associa¬ 
tions  become  a 
part.  He  was 
asked  to  lead 
his  association 
(Lebanon)  as 
Brotheerhood 
Director  which 
gave  him  a 


Mackie  DavMs 


In  ivnv  I  telt  the  call  to  go  on  mission 
trips.  I  signed  iipi  and  was  scheduled  to  go 
to  Venezuela,  but  the  trip  was  canceled. 
Mackie,  while  recruiting  for  Honduras 
Missions,  went  by  Tempsle  Baptist  Church 
and  talked  with  Ken  Hopskins,  who  was 
invoh  ed  in  Church  Mission  .Activities.  Ken 
t(’ld  Mackie  that  1  was  interested  in  going 
on  Mission  trip’s.  Mackie  called  me  and 
then  came  by  and  left  a  \'ideo  concerning 
Honduras  missions.  1  re\  iewed  the  video, 
asked  some  questions,  and  signed  upi  to  go 
with  him  on  his  next  trip.  After  going  with 
him  on  several  tripss  I  became  a  team  cap¬ 
tain  and  organized  a  team  from  my  church 
and  have  been  leading  teams  ever  since. 
Mackie  was  always  reaching  out  to  some¬ 
one  to  recruit  for  Mission  Teams.  He  dedi¬ 
cated  much  of  his  life  to  mission  activites. 

Mackie  had  a  keen  sense  of  humor.  He 
snored  so  loudly  that  he  often  mceived 
complaints  from  I’ther  mission  team  mem¬ 
bers  who  slept  near  him.  1  heard  him 
patiently  explain  to  the  comp>lainer  that 
what  he  had  to  do  was  go  to  bed  early  and 
go  to  sleep  before  he  (Mackie)  went  to  bed. 
Needless  to  say  the  complainer  said  noth¬ 
ing  else. 

Mackie,  always  trying  to  find  ways  to 
improve  mission  trips  and  their  a*sults, 
frequently  called  me  and  other  teams  and 
conferred  on  ideas  to  achieve  better  results. 

-  Nonnan  Bailey 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
Hattieshury 


1  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  Mackie 
Davis  earlier  this  year  as  we  planned  a  trips 
to  La  Ceiba,  Honduras,  to  build  houses 
with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
He  \  ery  six’ii  became  a  friend,  a  brother  in 
Christ,  an  individual  who  knew  how’  to  get 
things  accomplished  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

VVe  worked  together  in  getting  materi¬ 
als  together  to  get  the  job  done  in 
Honduras.  He  was  tireless  in  his  efforts.  He 
did  ix’t  kni’w  the  word  "can't."  Mackie 
Davis  understood;  "1  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  who  strengthens  me." 

We  had  22  men  and  women  who  were 
able  to  get  much  accomplished  during  our 
wec*k  in  Honduras  and  many  of  the  accom- 
pslishments  were  due  to  work  "behind  the 
scenes"  of  Mackie  Davis. 

Then  my  son,  Nathan  Riley,  felt  that 
God  wanted  him  to  spxmd  a  month  in 
Honduras  helping  Archie  and  Virginia 
Crawford  and  the  teams  tha^  would  be 
there  working.  Mackie  Davis  made  his 
vision  become  a  reality. 

An  old  countr\'  song  asks  the  question, 
"Who's  gonna  fill  their  shoes?"  I  know  God 
has  someone  to  take  Mackie  Davis'  place, 
but  no  one  will  fill  his  shws. 

Thanks  Mackie  for  a  job  well  done.  You 
were  a  fine  serv  ant  of  the  Lord. 

-  Perry  Riley,  pastor 
Eastside  Baptist  Church 
Marianna,  Fla. 


Welcome  to  Partnership 
Missions 


By  Paul  Harrell 

Director,  I’artnership’  Missittns  Depiartment 
Mississipipii  Bapslist  Convention  Board 


Mackie  had  a  contact  that  could  respond  to 
that  need.  We  affirm  Sybil,  Mackie's  wife, 
and  his  family  as  they  carry  forward  into 
the  future  such  mission  ministries.  His 
spirit  of  concern  and  his  love  for  people  in 
need  of  the  gospx’l  is  reflected  in  his  will¬ 
ingness  to  go  on  many  mission  projects. 
Mackie,  we  miss  you  and  we  thank  Gtxl  for 
your  life  and  the  legacy'  you  left  for  all 
Missi.ssippi  Baptists. 

It  is  our  intent  to  publish  this  newslet¬ 
ter  each  quarter.  There  is  much  that  can  be 
shared  regarding  Partnership  Missions. 
The  viability  of  this  psublication  is  depen¬ 
dent  upon  our  Team  Captains,  Team 
Leaders  and  the  host  of  volunteers  provid¬ 
ing  us  the  appri’piriate  information  to  make 
each  issue  inspirational,  informational,  and 
insightful.  As  you  go,  please*  record  those* 
moments  of  inspsiration,  human  interest 
storie*s,  and  acts  of  Gexi  at  work  along  with 
picture's  where  appropriate  and  send  to  the 
Partnership  Missions  Department.  We 
ne*e*d  y'e’ur  help  in  making  this  the  typx?  of 
publication  it  nee*ds  to  be  to  provide  the 
tyjx*  of  communication  we  desire  each 
quarter. 


this  Is  the*  lirst  issue  of  our 
Partnership  Missitms  Newsletter.  We 
appre*ciate  the*  assistance  of  Tim  Nicholas, 
Pat  and  Ruth  Rogers  and  the*  he’st  i>f  con- 

tribute^rs 

made 

issue 


The  first 
issue  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to 
Mackie  Davis 
who  died 
August  19, 
1999.  Mackie* 
was  the  epsi  to¬ 
me  of  a  de*di- 
cated  mission 
volunte*e*r.  He 
was  a  mentor 
to  many  who 
are*  now  Te*am  Captains  and  Team  Leaders 
for  missie’n  projects.  Mackie  left  for  us  a 
le*gacy  that  calls  forth  our  gmatest  response 
te>  the*  mission  nee*ds  of  our  w'orld.  He  had 
a  vast  network  of  resource  contacts.  As 
ne’eds  surface*d  from  the  mission  field. 


Paul  Harrell 


Pictured  at  Odessa  Baptist 
Seminary  from  left  are 
missionary  Dale  Lx’dbetter; 
Thomas  and  lane  Nolen, 
Partnership  coordinators 
for  Ukraine;  and  Gene 
Gillis,  pastor  of  Cleary 
Baptist  Church,  Florence, 
who  helped  desiyn  projects 
for  the  partnership. 


Partnership  Area  Representatives 

Area 

Name 

Phone 

1 

John  Perkins 

P.O.  Box  381,  Hernando,  MS  38632 

662-429-5033  (o) 
662-429-3387  (h) 

2 

Jack  Maroon 

P.O.  Box  100,  Belmont,  MS  38827-0011 

601-454-3380  (o) 
601-454-3515  (h) 

3 

Frank  Pev^ 

222  North  Fourth,  Cleveland,  MS  38732 

662-843-8798  (o) 
662-846-5307  (h) 

4 

Bill  Duncan 

560  WiIlowbriK>k  Rd.,  Columbus,  MS  39701 

662-328-6802  (o) 
662-323-6448  (h) 

5 

David  Raddin 

P.O.  Box  780,  Yazoo  City,  MS  39194-9557 

601-746-2471  (o) 
601-746-6565  (h) 

6 

jo6 

406  Ware  Street,  Carthage,  MS  39051 

601-267-4342  (o) 
601-267-5288  (h) 

7 

John  McBride 

P.O.  Box  201,  Hazlehurst,  Ms  39083 

601-894-2024  (o) 
601-894-4377  (h) 

8 

Kermeth  Stringer 

P.O.  Box  1722,  Collins,  MS  39428-1772 

601-765-6683  (h) 

9 

Kiely  Young 

P.O.  Box  10254,  Gulfport,  MS  39505 

228-831-9236  (h) 

Funds  needed  to  build 
Ukrainian  churches 


For  hundreds  of  square  miles  north  of 
Odessa,  Ukraine,  there  are  no  Baptist 
churches,  and  few  other  evangelical  con¬ 
gregations.  Ukrainian  Baptists  want  to 
remedy  that. 

For  years  they  have  been  praying  for 
the  chance  to  grow  new  churches  and  they 
believe  the  time  is  now. 

Mi.ssissippi  Baptists  have  been  invited 
to  help  them  grow  these  new  churches.  The 
Missi.ssippi  Partnership  with  Ukraine  had 
opened  that  door. 

In  fact,  one  Ukrainian  leader  said  that 
he  believes  that  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
God's  answer  to  their  prayers.  He  added 
that  if  they  were  not,  the  Ukrainians  would 
find  others  who  are. 

The  way  Missis.sippi  Baptists  begin¬ 
ning  in  the  year  2(XX)  will  be  helping  is  both 
financial  and  labor  intensive. 

The  Ukrainians  have  selected  nine 
towns,  each  of  which  have  about  50  vil¬ 
lages  surrounding  them.  A  Ukrainian 
church  planter  family  will  move  to  each  of 
the  towns.  Mississippi  Baptists  will  help 
buy  a  ht)use  after  a  group  of  10  or  more 
baptized  believers  have  been  constituted 
into  a  church. 

Construction  volunteers  will  be  need¬ 
ed  to  adapt  the  houses  to  accommodate 
volunteer  groups  coming  to  those  towns 
since  public  hotels  are  scarce  in  these  areas. 

In  each  area,  the  schedule  calls  for  cru¬ 
sades,  Bible  schools,  and  gospel  suppers. 

For  the  suppers,  the  church  planter 
invites  a  group  of  neighbors  over  for  sup¬ 
per  and  a  Bible  .study. 

Anonymous  donors  in  Mississippi 
have  given  money  for  the  printing  of 


Ukrainian  language  tracts.  New 
Testaments,  and  Bibles  for  the  project. 

Other  Ukrainian  partnership  projects 
include  a  three-day  pastors'  conference,  a 
women's  church  leader  conference,  and  the 
continuation  of  a  youth  Bible  camp  which 
is  operated  by  the  llichosk  Baptist  Church. 

Each  of  the  nine  Ukrainian  areas  has 
been  assigned  to  a  Mississippi  area.  Nine 
partnership  representatives  have  volun¬ 
teered  to  help  raise  the  cash  needed  for  the 
property  and  church  planters  and  to  recruit 
v'olunteer  teams.  Their  names  are  listed  in 
the  box  at  left. 

We  are  challenging  each  Mississippi 
area  to  provide  basic  financial  support  in 
starting  these  new  churches.  Following  is 
the  proposed  support  needed  for  the  year 
2000: 

•  $1200  -  travel  expenses  for 

church  planter  family 

•  $1500  -  monthly  crusade 

events  and  rental  of  facilities 

•  $15,000  -  house  for  a  church, 
provide  a  residence  for 
church  planter  family,  and 
kxlging  for  volunteer  teams. 

•  $1500  -  scholarship  to  Odessa 
Baptist  Seminary  for  church 
planter 

•  $500  -  contigency  per  mission 
church 


•  $19,000  -  total  for  1st  year 

•  $4700  -  total  for  2nd  year 

•  $4200  -  total  for  3rd,  4th,  and 
5th  years 


Witnessing  in  Ukraine 


The  video  crew  was  shtxiting  a  beauti¬ 
ful  sunset  behind  a  wheat  harvest  some¬ 
where  in  the  Ukraine  countryside. 

As  they  filmed,  the  harvest  manager 
approached  to  ask  what  they  were  doing. 
l\istv)r  Michael  Anatolyevich  Pishtvw,  pas¬ 
tor  of  LX'lgorod-Dneslrovskv  Baptist 
Church,  later  told  the  group  that  the  man¬ 
ager  was  suspicitms  that  the  crew  might  be 
there  ft>  burn  his  field. 

Michael  told  the  manager  they  were 
sh*H>ting  a  video  for  an  evangelistic  pro¬ 
ject. 

"What  dvK's  your  nmvie  have  to  do 
with  my  wheat  field,"  asked  the  manager. 

Michael  tried  to  trace  the  parallels 
between  the  field  and  the  world.  "You  are 
collecting  this  harvest  and  another  field 
represents  the  world  which  is  a’ady  to  be 
harvested.  Jesus  Christ  is  ready  to  come 
collect  his  folUnvers." 

Michael  saiil  he  told  the  man  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  in  the  harvest.  "He 
thought  for  a  bit  and  left  without  a  word," 
said  Michael,  who  noted  that  does  not 
mean  the  man  dis¬ 


agreed,  but  that  he  would  be  thinking 
about  it. 

In  another  aa‘a,  the  emw  stayed  the 
night  in  a  hotel.  That  night  the  clerk  found 
that  foreigners  were  staying  and  asked 
Michael  why  he  didn't  tell  her. 

He  explained  that  he  knew  they 
would  charge  more  and  that  the  group  was 
like  brothers,  traveling  together. 

Michael  -aid  he  had  traveled  in 
Germany  and  jH'ople  are  charged  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  conditions  of  the  accommoda¬ 
tions.  "Here  there  are  no  conditions,"  he 
said,  giving  the  woman  some  money  for 
tea. 

But  he  couldn't  leave  without  telling 
her  about  Christ.  She  asked  what  church 
they  represented.  "1  said  the  gospel  is  the 
basis  of  our  faith  and  1  fold  her  how  1  came 
to  Christ.  SFh*  had  to  accept  Jesus  Christ 
into  her  heart  and  live  in  GixI's  family." 

The  woman  agreed  that  someday  she 
would  have  to  make  that  decision. 

Michael  said  that  when  p)et>ple  accept 
Jesus  Christ  and  live  the  gospel  principles, 
then  they  could  test  the  religious  organiza- 


These  Ukrainian  kids  are 
amonf’  participants  in  a 
VBS  held  at  Odessa 
Baptist  Seminary  by 
Mississippi  volunteers. 

In  onb  town  where  Michael  knew  a 
group  of  Baptists  were  meeting  some¬ 
where,  he  stopped  in  a  church  of  another 
denominaffon,  asking  where  were  the 
believers  in  town.  "Not  here,"  the  people 
said,  "at  the  other  end  of  the  village." 


tions.  "The  Lord  will  tell  you  which  church 
is  K‘tter,"  Michael  said.  She  asked  him  to 
come  see  her  again,  that  she  had  some  dif¬ 
ficult  questions  and  he  could  help  her  clear 
up  the  issues. 

Meanwhile,  she  told  him  to  get  the 
crew  out  before  the  hotel  administrator  got 
there  and  not  to  tell  anyone  that  Americans 
had  been  there. 


A  glimpse  at  Vladimir  Shemchisin 


Vladimir  Shemchishin  is  pastor  of 
Ilichosk  Baptist  Church  in  an  Odessa  suburb 
of  Ukraine. 

He  has  just  been  named  president  of  the 
Odessa  Baptist  Seminary,  and  Ukrainian 
Baptist  leaders  have  charged  him  with 
developing  church  work  in  the  region  called 
the  Odessa  Oblast. 

One  story  about  Shemchishin  helps 
paint  a  picture  of  his  evangelistic  interests. 

In  1983,  Shemchishin  took  his  wife  and 
two  children,  voluntarily  to  Yakutsk,  a  town 
in  Siberia.  He  went,  although  his  parents 
and  his  wife's  mother  disagreed,  and  no  one 
gave  their  blessing  or  appointed  or  prayed 
for  him. 

He  Uxik  a  big  bag  of  Christian  literature 
w'ith  him.  Shortly  after  he  arrived,  the  KCB 
took  it  away.  A  week  later,  they  returned  it 
to  him. 

He  only  left  after  neighbors  told  him  his 
pregnant  wife  needed  to  have  her  baby 
where  there  were  better  medical  facilities. 

When  he  arrived,  only  one  Christian 
believer  lived  in  the  town.  Three  years  later, 
he  left  24  believers.  Now,  he  said,  as  far  as  he 


knows,  there 
are  200  in  the 
church. 


the  partner- 
ship,  "We  have 
to 

do  and 
enough  pniwer. 

In  Mississippi  /  / 

a  lot  of  people  ^  *  I 

are  glad  and  I  i  f 

ready  to  come 

here  and  join  Vladimir  Shemchisin 
us.  1  think  this  partnership  is  a  blessing  for 
Mississippi  and  Ukraine  as  well." 


Praying  for  Sovran 

At  each  of  the  nine  villages,  the  viiieo 
crew  and  Ukrainian  ministers  stopped  to 
pray  before  entering  to  shoot  video. 
Bronislav  Voytecovich  Zilkovsky,  pastor 
at  Berezoi’ka  Baptist  Church,  recounted  a 
story  told  to  him  by  an  old  man  that  took 
place  in  the  1930’s.  The  man's  group  was 
witnessing  in  different  villages.  They 
stopped  at  the  sign  of  each  village  and 
prayed  before  entering.  In  one  of  the  vil¬ 
lages,  it  was  raining.  They  got  wet,  saw 
several  houses  in  another  I’illage  and 
went  into  it  without  praying  first.  The  old 
man  told  Bronislav  that  in  the  villages 
u’here  they  stopped  and  prayed,  you  could 
see  churches.  Where  they  did  not  pray, 
there  were  no  churches,  despite  many 
evangelistic  groups  going  there. 


Partnership  Missions  Celebration 
November  12-13, 1999  •  Jackson 

Friday  -  Banquet,  6:30  p.m.,  FBC,  Jackson 
Saturday  -  Continental  Breakfast,  7:30  a.m 
Baptist  Building 
Banquet  tickets:  $10 
Call  601-292-3398  for  reservations. 
Deadline:  November  5 


Maryland/Delaware  partnership:  one  old  line  convention  helping  another 

By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor  of  The  Baptist  Record 

As  Mississippi  Baptists  move  into  the 
three  year  partnership  with 
Maryland /Delaware  Baptists,  some  won¬ 
der  why  the  focus  on  an  established  state 
convention  that  is  as  old  as  our  own? 

Charles  Barnes,  executive  director  of 
the  Maryland /Delaware  Baptist 
Convention,  realizes  that  as  far  as  age  is 
concerned,  they  would  be  considered  an 
old  state  convention,  having  been  founded 
in  1833,  a  decade  before  the  organization  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1845. 

"Maryland /Delaware  is  considered  an 
old  line  state,  but  we  have  the  population 
density  and  the  needs  of  a  new  state  con¬ 
vention,"  Barnes  said. 

"Therefore,  we  began  to  forge  a  part¬ 
nership  that  would  allow  a  strong  state  con¬ 
vention  —  like  Mississippi  --  to  support  a 
state  convention  that  has  tremendous  need. 

"In  one  sense  of  the  word  we  could 
have  gone  without  a  partnership  with 
Miss.,  but  our  goal  was  to  impact  in  a  sig¬ 
nificant  way  one  of  the  most  needed  parts 


of  our  country  and  our  world,"  Barnes  said. 

"If  you  circle  the  Baltimoa*  beltway, 
which  is  about  45  miles,  or  the  DC  beltway, 
which  is  about  65  miles,  you  will  see  hun¬ 
dreds  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  homes 
and  high  rise  apartments  and  condomini¬ 
ums.  There  is  no  way  that  a  convention  our 
size  can  impact  this  dense  population  of  the 
Maryland  suburbs  of  Washington,  D.C. 
and  through  the  Baltimore  and  Annapolis 
areas,"  Barnes  said. 

Yet,  because  of  the  Cmat  Commission, 
that  is  the  mandate  Maryland  and 
Delaware  Baptists  must  carry.  In  response, 
Barnes  said  the  state  convention  staff  has 
developed  a  highly  prioritized,  strategic 
vision  for  the  21st  Century.  They  have  iden¬ 
tified  strategic  areas  where  new  churches 
need  to  be  planted.  They  have  a  plan  for 
revitalizing  existing  congregations  that 
have  plateaued  or  are  dying. 

jimmy  Jackson  is  the  consultant  spe¬ 
cialist  for  church  planting  with  the 
Maryland /Delaware  Convention.  He  is 


enthusiastic  about  the  prospects  of  the 
partnership  with  Mississippi. 

"In  Maryland /Delaware  we  are  trying 
our  very  hardest  to  give  birth  to  a  church 
planting  movement.  We  am  interested  in 
church  planting  that  will  grow  by  multipli¬ 
cation  and  not  simply  by  addition,"  Jackson 
said. 

Jackson  believes  that  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches,  in  partnership  with  their 
churches,  can  impact  this  church  planting 
movement  in  a  positive  way. 

"We  want  Miss,  churches  to  be  a  part¬ 
ner  with  us  in  that,  and  feel  that  they  can 
because  of  their  resources  and  personnel. 
We  have  many  places  already  located 
where  we  w'ill  need  help  for  these  high 
impact  starts,"  he  added. 

Jackson  pointed  to  a  the  successful 
partnership  between  Raymond  Road 
Church  in  Metro  Association  with  Harvest 
Church,  a  new  start  in  the  Maryland  city  of 
Salsbury,  as  an  example  of  how  such  part¬ 
nerships  can  work. 


"That  has  been  a  very  profitable  thing 
for  both  churches,  we  believe.  In  fact,  it  has 
been  such  a  success  that  the  Raymond 
Road  Baptist  Church  wants  to  actually  be  a 
sponsoring  church  now  for  a  new  start  in 
early  2000  in  the  Frederick  area  of 
Maryland,"  Jackson  said. 

Barnes  believes  the  partnership  with 
Mississippi  Baptists  is  part  of  Ccxl"s  plan 
for  helping  them  achieve  these  goals. 

"Within  the  next  few  years,  I  envision 
Maryland /Delaware  Baptists  having 
many,  many  new  churches  begun  in  strate¬ 
gic  places  because  of  our  partnership  with 
Mississippi.  Also,  I  envision  hundreds  of 
our  churches  being  revitalized,  re-ener- 
gized,  to  be  on  mission  for  Jesus  Christ  in 
their  community,  because  of  the  assistance, 
the  support,  the  encouragement  of 
Mississippi  Baptists,"  he  said. 


Partnership  Missions  Department  Update 
January  1  through  September  30 

Maryland/Delaware 

Honduras 

jLIkiiinc 

•  11  Maryland /Delaware 
assexsations  linked  with  16 

•  13  construction  teams 

•  3,784  patients  seen  -  dental 

•  6  projects 

Mississippi  Baptist  associations 

•  15  medical/dental  teams 

•  93,191  prescriptions  filled 

•  61  mission  volunteers 

•  42  projects 

•  660  mission  volunteers 

•  10,188  Bibles  distributed 

•  105  professions  of  faith 

•  390  mission  volunteers 

•  4,104  professions  of  faith 

•  $579,399  dollars  invested  in 

•  1,000  Bibles  distributed 

•  $39,000  invested  in  ministries 

•  50  houses  constructed 

medical/ dental  ministry 

•  $81,800  dollars  invested  in 

•  $100,000  travel  costs 

•  25,539  patients  seen  -  medical 

•  $455,310  travel  costs 

ministries 

•  $98,033  travel  costs 

What  to  expect  in  Ukraine 


The  name  means  borderland.  They  say 
Ukraine,  not  the  Ukraine.  Take  a  Russian 
phrasebook.  Although  Ukrainian  is  a  sepa¬ 
rate  language,  just  about  ev'eryone  you  will 
meet  can  speak  Russian. 


Russian  has  33  letters  in  its  alphabet, 
so  if  takes  a  while  to  learn  the  sounds. 
People  will  re-pronounce  every  Russian 


Northeast  Impact 


On  the  American  Christian  scene, 
th  ere  are  geographical  locations  where 
Southern  Baptist  life  has  nt>t  had  the  sig¬ 
nificant  growth  which  was  expected  or 
desired.  The  Northeastern  part  of  the  U.S. 
is  one  of  these  locatii>ns.  More  than  24  per¬ 
cent  ot  the  total  U.S.  population  residi-s  in 
the  northeastern  states.  Our  Baptist  wit¬ 
ness  is  reaching  only  a  minuscule  portion 
i>f  these  [X'ople. 

In  the  past  months,  state  convention 
leaders  in  the  Northeast  and  those  of  sev¬ 
eral  older  state  conxentions  in  the  South 
have  formed  a  partnership  that  could  sig¬ 
nificantly  enhance  the  Baptist  witness  in 
the  Northeast.  The  result  is  the  beginnings 
ot  Impact  Northeast,  a  collaborative  part¬ 
nership  that  ties  older  cxxnventions: 

Mississippi,  Texas,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia, 
with  New  England,  New  York,  |.H'nnsylva- 
nia /South  lersey,  Maryland /Delaware, 
and  the  District  of  Ct)lumbia. 

rhe  ultimate  goals  are  to  facilitate 
church  growth  and  evangelical  witness  in 
the  Northeast  and  strengthen  the  mission 
resolve  and  direction  in  the  old-line  states. 

Impact  Northeast  is  designed  to  carry 
out  the  Great  Commission  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  in  this  vital  area  of  the  U.S. 
Throughout  the  area,  the  partnership  will 


word  you  try,  but  they  seem  to  appreciate 
the  efforts. 

The  latitude  corresponds  to  Maine.  It 
gets  hot  in  the  summer,  but  not  every  day. 
Nights  are  comfortable.  The  fcx>d  is  fairly 
plain.  Lofs  of  pofatoes  and  other  vegeta¬ 
bles  in  season.  Ukraine  has  more  topsoil 
than  nearly  any  other  country,  so  fresh  veg¬ 
gies  are  everx'where.  Meaf  is  more  likely 
pork  and  sausage  than  other  kinds.  If  you 
ask  about  a  certain  kind  of  hnid,  they'll  tr\' 
to  get  it  for  you,  so  don't  ask  unless  you 
really  need  it. 

Ukraine  is  not  prepared  for  tourists. 
For  instance,  it's  difficult  to  find  Ukrainian 
tee  shirts.  And  in  some  places  you'll  be 
expected  to  use  rather  unsophisticated  toi¬ 
let  facilities.  Lots  of  places  in  the  summer, 
showers  have  only  cold  water.  You  can  get 
a  soft  drink  or  ice  cream  anywhere  for 
about  a  quarter.  It's  gtxid  ice  cream.  The 
exchange  rate  is  about  four  Grevnas  per 
dollar.  Most  places  you  cannot  drink  the 
tap  water.  In  Odessa,  it's  because  of  the 
chemicals  added  to  make  the  water  clean. 


Thc^c  kida  at  coiiimuuiti/  xivll  in  a  fttiall 
Llkraininit  town  are  ninony  thoin^inds  that 
Miss/^aififh  Ha(>tist>  can  reach  with  the 
Gospel  during  our  partnership. 


create  new  mission  networks,  expand 
opportunities  for  missit>n  service,  and 
enhance  existing  mission  resiuirces. 

Compared  to  the  rest  of  North 
America,  the  Northeast  represc-nfs  only 
five  percent  of  the  total  land  area. 
Howevi-r,  within  11  states  of  that  area, 
moR'  than  37  million  fx'ople  mak»‘  their 
homes.  Many  of  the  world's  financial, 
trade,  fashion,  technology,  education,  and 
entertainment  centers  are  Uxafed  in  the 
Northeast. 

1  he  area  includes  an  urban  corridor 
that  stretches  from  Washington,  D.C.,  to 
Boston.  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  states 
contain  huge  land  areas  with  more  than  a 
half  dozen  mountain  ranges.  Pennsylvania 
has  the  highest  rural  population  in 
America. 

This  area  is  as  ethnically  diverse  as 
anywhere  in  the  world,  with  well  over  11X1 
languages  and  dialects  sptiken. 

In  the  area,  what  was  initially  the  cra¬ 
dle  of  R'ligiixis  libt'rty,  revitalization  is  a 
major  challenge  for  Baptists  of  the 
Northeast  and  South  alike. 

lixlay  there  arc  alxnit  1,35(1  Sixithern 
Baptist  churches  in  the  Northeast,  one 
church  for  ever\'  43,8(16  people. 

Leaders  of  fhe  Northeast  state  con¬ 
ventions  have  identified  four  priorities 


But  the  people  are  uniformly  friendly. 
Even  in  places  where  they  said  the  video 
crew  were  the  first  Americans  ever  to  visit, 
people  smiled  and  posed  for  the  camera 
trx'ing  out  whatever  English  words  they 
knew. 

Vessels  videos  now 
available. 

The  fall  1999  edition  of  Vessels, 
Mississippi  Baptists'  video 
magazine,  contains  segments  on  three 
Partnership  areas:  Honduras,  Ukraine, 
and  Maryland /Delaware. 

This  video  magazine  is  available 
from  your  director  of  missions,  your 
convention  board  member,  or  from  the 
Broadcast  Services  Department  of  the 
MBCB. 

The  video  crew  visited  each  place, 
bringing  back  colorful  accounts  of  the 
countryside  and  glimpses  of  the  needs 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  can  help  fill. 

Other  segments  on  this  edition  of 
Vessels  include  a  piece  on  the  Jackson 
Habitat  project  organized  by 
Mississippi  WMU;  and  a  two-minute 
witness,  telling  how  to  become  a 
Christian. 

Shortly,  we  expect  special  adapta¬ 
tions  of  the  partnership  videos  to  be 
available  for  Rxrruiting  volunteers. 


that  will  be  the  central  focus  of  Impact 
Northeast:  (1)  Starting  hundreds  of  new 
churches  in  areas  of  greatest  nivd;  (2) 
Bearing  Christian  witness  to  voung  adults 
in  colleges  (over  six  millixin  students  on 
6(K1  campuses);  (3)  Revitalizing  and 
encouraging  existing  Southern  Baptist 
churches  of  the  Northeast;  and  (4) 
Providing  leadership  training  for  pastoral 
and  lay  leaders. 

CcHirdinator  Bill  Causey,  former  exec¬ 
utive  diR'Ctor  of  fhe  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  assist  the  states  to 
work  together  effectively.  Causey  will 
work  with  an  advisorv'  council  of  thax' 
state  executive  directors.  A  stcx’ring  team 
of  the  asscKiated  state  executive  directors 
will  guide  the  efforts.  Local  task  supervi¬ 
sors  and  mission  point  contacts  will  imple¬ 
ment  fhe  specific  action  plans. 

The  partnership  cannot  be  defined 
and  confined  simply  to  fhe  usage  of 
money.  For  example,  a  church  in  a 
Southern  state  may  have  a  vast  amount  of 
leadership  materials  which  can  be  used  to 
bless  numerous  churches  in  the  Northeast. 
Another  example  would  be  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  a  ctxmmifted  Baptisf  college  pnv 
fessor  with  university  officials  in  a 
Norfheasfern  university. 


Opportunities 
are  unfolding 
with  Honduras 

A  missions  partnership  with 
Honduras  begun  years  ago  continues  in 
ever-changing  form.  High  interest  in  med¬ 
ical-  dental  work  as  an  avenue  for  church 
growth  has  continued  unabated. 

But  that  was  the  only  official  connec¬ 
tion — until  Hurricane  Mitch  visited 
Honduras  and  other  Central  American 
countries  last  October. 

Mitch  nearly  wiped  out  the  economy 
of  the  agricultural  nation  and  did  wipe  out 
thousands  of  homes  as  rivers  overran  their 
banks  and  then  overran  whole  villages. 

Mississippi  Baptists  responded  quick¬ 
ly  with  food  and  clothing.  Then  the  great 
need  for  housing  brought  on  newly  accept¬ 
ed  responsibilities. 

The  Partnership  agreed  to  provide 
labor  to  build  237  new  concrete  block 
homes  on  the  north  coast  for  displaced 
Hondurans.  Thaf  number  of  homes  will 
probably  be  exceeded  by  the  time  we  are 
finished.  Thus  far  about  50  are  completed 
or  nearly  so. 

New  responsibilitic's  have  come  about 
as  a  result  of  Mississippi  Baptists  interest 
in  medical-dental  work,  and  an  encounter 
by  Jim  Baldwin,  field  side  coordinator  for 
the  parfnership  working  out  of  the  capital 
city  of  Tegucigalpa,  with  Mary  Flake 
Flores,  the  wife  of  Honduras'  president. 

The  First  Lady  was  interested  in  the 
physical  health  of  Honduras'  children. 
Conversations  escalated  to  an  official  doc¬ 
ument  promising  that  Mississippi  Baptists 
will  provide  health  checks  for  the  children 
in  Tegucigalpa  schwis. 

rhis  opens  the  door  for  a  gospel  wit¬ 
ness  for  all  the  children,  distribution  of 
Bibles  and  tracts,  and  ti>  conduct  worship 
serv  ices  at  night  to  include  the  parents. 

This  ministry  could  touch  a  total  ot 
35(),(X10  children  and  their  families. 

Two  corollary  ministries  are  being 
developed.  Lion  s  Club  International  has 
750,(XX1  pairs  of  glasses  in  stock  and  is 
making  these*  available  to  fhe  children. 

And  the  Gideons  are  readying  U)  pro¬ 
vide  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  to  all  par¬ 
ticipants. 


Missi',  ippi  Baptist  Partnership 
Mission 
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Revival  Dates 


Baptist  College  News 


LETTER  IS  DISTURBING 


liberal  arts  education  does  not  RECORD  CP  GIVING 
mean  that  the  education  is  liber¬ 
al?  Instead,  a  liberal  arts  educa-  Editor: 

tion  opens  us  up  to  a  wide  spec-  Greetings  to  you  in  our 
trum  of  subjects  which  allow  us  Savior's  mighty  name.  1  praise 
to  relate  credibly  with  others,  him  for  the  sixth  consecutive 
Such  an  education  exemplifies  year  of  record  giving  through 
the  words  of  the  apostle  Paul  the  Cooperative  Program  (CP), 
who  said,  "1  am  made  all  things  The  Executive  Committee  of 
to  all  men"  (1  Corinthians  9:22).  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Baptist  colleges  in  Mississippi  (SBC)  received  and  distributed 
provide  a  Biblical  foundation  to  $167,9%385  surpassing  last  year 
ministers,  so  that  they  can  min-  by  $8.41  million  and  our  CP 
ister  more  effectively'  Allocation  Budget  for  1998-99  by 

If  it  were  not  for  resources  $12.99  million.  Tlie  funds  received 
provided  by  Mississippi  over  the  CP  Allocation  Budget 
Baptists,  many  men  would  not  have  been  distributed  to  retire  me 
be  able  to  develop  their  talents  1999-2000  Capital  Needs  Budget 
and  gifts.  Therefore,  1  want  to  of  $3,151,520  a  year  earlier  than 

thank  Mississippi  Baptists  for  planned  with  the  remaining  bal-  LAMBERT  KIN  SOUGHT 
'“3  us  to  continue  our  ance  of  $9,839,142  distributed  to 
training  in  the  Lord's  work.  Ministry'  Advance  according  to  Editor, 

and  I  hope  they  will  continue  to  the  CP  distribution  percentage.  I  am  searching  for  Roger 

This  has  been  an  extraordi-  Lambert,  son  of  P.  I.  and  Sylvia 
nary  year  in  our  denomination.  Lambert.  Plez  Lambert  ser\'ed 
Southern  Baptists  continued  to  in  the  Business  Office  of  the 

Kentucky  Baptist  Convention 
during  the  late  1940's.  We  have 
discoxered  a  box  of  family  let¬ 
ters  written  by  Sylvia  to  her 
husband,  after  she  and  son 
Roger  moved  to  Mississippi.  If 
Roger  or  any  ancestor  is  located 
in  Mississippi  they  may  have 
this  correspondence.  Write  to 
me  at:  Kentucky  Baptist 
Convention,  P.  O.  Box  43433, 
Louisx'ille,  KY  40253-0433. 
Cheiy  l  M.  Dotj',  Archivist 
Kentucky  Baptist  Conx  ention 
Louisville,  ICy. 


be  faithful  stewards.  Thank  you 
for  your  commitment  to  CP  and 
for  your  willingness  to  promote 
the  75th  Anniversary  of  CP 
through  Partners  in  the  Harx'est. 

It  is  my  heart's  desire  to  help 
Southern  Baptists  envision  the 
great  need  to  reach  the  entire 
world  for  Christ.  I  look  forward 
to  all  that  God  has  in  store  for 
us  as  we  work  in  the  common 
bond  of  Christ,  empowered  by 
his  spirit,  to  share  the  Gospel  of 
our  Savior  to  the  unreached 
people  around  the  world. 
Morris  Chapman,  president 
SBC  Executive  Committee 
Nashville 


Editor: 

Recently,  I  was  very  dis¬ 
turbed  over  a  letter  I  read  in 
The  Baptist  Record.  In  this  let¬ 
ter,  a  pastor  denounced  the  pro¬ 
posed  2000  budget  because  of 
Its  support  for  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  in  Mississippi.  As  a  minis¬ 
terial  student  at  one  of  our 
Baptist  colleges,  I  found  this 
particularly  offensive.  1  know 
firsthand  how  important 
Christian  education  is. 

Before  attending  Blue 
Mountain,  I  attended  another 
college  in  the  state.  It  was  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  another  denomination, 
yet  Christian  principles  were  not 
taught  nor  endorsed.  At  Blue  allowing 
Mountain  College,  I  hax'e 
Christian  professors  who  hax'e 
incredible  character  and  who 
hold  forth  the  truths  of  Scripture. 

When  will  we  realize  that  a  Ashland 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


E.ich  corres/xjndent  must  include 
tin  nddress  Jnd  telephone  numlx^r 
for  verifictition.  In  specuil  instances. 
n,ime  may  he  withheld  at  writer's 
rec/uest  and  editor's  discretion. 


Southside,  Benoit:  Nox'.  7- 
12;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Jim  Hill 
family,  evangelists,  Michael 
Bird,  pastor. 

Park  Haven,  Laurel:  Nox'.  7- 
10;  Sunday,  kickoff  at  3  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Alan 

Balliet,  evangelist;  Alton 
Robinson,  music. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  corresixindent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  he  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Palestine,  Raymond;  Oct.  31-  In  conjuction  with  national 
Nov.  3;  Sunday,  homecoming  Make  a  Difference  Day  and 
and  beginning  of  revival,  11  Mississippi  College  (MC) 
a.m.,  dinner  serx'ed  following  Homecoming,  both  on  Oct.  23, 
services  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  the  MC  Community  Service 
7  p.m.;  Bill  Causey,  Clinton,  Center  is  sponsoring  a  book 
^’aker;  Billy  Causey,  Raymond  drive  to  raise  1,000  pounds  of 
Church,  Raymond,  music.  children's  books.  New  and 

used  books  for  children  of  all 
Second,  Greenville:  Nov.  7-  ages  will  be  accepted.  Drop-off 
10;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  boxes  will  be  located  on  the 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  Mississippi  College  campus 
executive  director,  Mississippi  and  in  location  throughout 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  Clinton  until  Sunday,  Oct.  24. 
evangelist;  Scott  Brooks,  For  more  information,  contact 
Greenville,  music;  Richard  G.  the  Community  Serx'ice  Center 
Gordon,  pastor.  .  at  (601)  925-3855. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  he  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  he  printed  to  that  effect. 


Love  is  a  (Decision 
Seminar 

featuring  ‘Dr.  Qary  SmaCfey 


9{pvember  5-6, 1999 
Jirst  baptist  Churcfi 
Jacli^on, 


Evans  and  Brack 


HOLY  LAND  &  ROME 

March  7-16,  2000 
Ten  Days 


Walk  in  the  steps  of  Jesus,  Paul, 
Abraham,  Mo.ses,  Joshua,  and  David. 
See  Old  Jerusalem,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Jericho,  Capernaum,  and  the 
Sea  of  Galilee.  Then  walk  underneath 
Jerusalem  through  Hezekiah's  Tunnel. 


‘por  information  on  seminar,  please  call 
1-800-848-6329  or  visit  the  zueSsite 
zvzviv.garysmalley.  com 


Dwight  L.  Smith 

R0.Box97 
Florence,  MS  "52075 
601-&45-757S 
601-&45-0722 
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The  Baptist  Record 


MUSIC  MANUAL  PRINTED  ing,  and  organizing  Church 

Music  R.F.D.  was  published  in 
Editor:  March  1979  by  the  Mississippi 

Church  Music  R.F.D.  is  a  prac-  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
tical  music  handlxxik  designed  Church  Music  R.F.D.  is  now 
primarily  for  bi\'ocational  music  in  its  fifth  printing.  The  sale  of 
directors  and  pastors.  It  has  the  manual  adequately  pays  for 
proven  to  be  a  concise  guide  yet  a  every  printing.  It  would  not 
comprehensive  resource  for  full-  have  continued  to  be  printed 
time  ministers  as  well.  without  the  continued  support 

This  manual  is  a  textbtxik  in  of  L.  Graham  Smith,  director  of 
several  Baptist  colleges.  It  is  a  ref-  the  Church  Music  Department, 
erence  source  for  seminaries  and  He  has  a  love  for  the  small 
music  missionaries  around  the  churches  in  Mississippi  also, 
world.  This  year  Church  Music  Selah! 

R.F.D.  celebrates  20  years  of  min-  Jimmy  McCaleb> 
istry  to  over  35,000  bivocational  Clinton 
music  ministries  in  the  Southern 
BapHst  Convention. 

Dan  Hall  had  a  dream  when  MS  BAPTISTS  PLEASED 
he  came  from  the  Music 
Department  in  Nashville  in  Editor, 

19m  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  In  response  to  your  June  24 
Conv'ention  Board  as  director  of  editorial  about  attendance  at  the 
our  Church  Music  Department.  SBC  in  Atlanta,  I  think  most 
He  spoke  to  Earl  Kelly  about  Southern  Baptists  are  pleased 
publishing  a  book  to  help  train  with  the  present  work  and  direc- 
oivocational  music  directors  in  tion  of  the  convention.  Thus, 
Mississippi's  small  churches.  they  stayed  at  home  to  deal  with 

In  1975  Hall  organized  a  team  local  matters.  (I  personally 
to  begin  the  creating  of  such  a  attended  most  of  the  convention 
manual.  After  four  years  of  and  really  enjoyed  it.) 
praying,  planning,  writing,  edit-  This  same  idea  also  explains 


why  no  Mississippians  were  on  I  know'  for  many  this  ministry 
the  program  (May  27  editorial),  1  project  was  added  responsibility 
thinK.  1  personally  know  of  thiw  on  top  of  an  already  Dusy  encf- 
state  pastors  who  usually  attend  of-summer  schedule.  Thank  you 
the  convention  but  stayed  at  so  much  for  helping  provide 
home  this  time  to  be  a  part  of  God's  love  to  so  many  in  Kosovo 
important  ministries  in  their  own  who  really  need  to  understand 
churches  (VBS,  for  example).  I  the  fact  that  God  does  love  them 
commend  them  for  doing  so.  \  ery  much?  Please  share  our 
The  Southern  Baptist  thanks  with  those  in  your  state. 
Convention  w'as  formed  in  It  w'as  such  a  great  joy  to  see 
the  first  place  to  do  mission  the  Lord  working  through  so 
work.  This  continues  to  be  many  people  so  quickly.  I  am  a 
our  main  duty.  firm  believer  that  as  long  as  word 

Increasing  participation  in  is  provided  to  Southern  Baptists, 
serving  as  missionaries  and  they  will  always  be  reaay  to 
giving  financially  to  mission  respond,  and  to  respond  quickly, 

causes  tells  me  we  are  on  the  We  shipped  over  36,(XX)  blan- 
right  track.  kets  to  Kosovo!  We  received  so 

Bruce  M.  Jones  many  blankets  that  we  are  hav'ing 

Columbus  to  use  over  12  40'  containers.  The 

warehouse  in  Richmond  was 
^  bulging  at  the  seams  with  blankets 
KOSOVO  BLANKETED  coming  in  from  across  the  U.S. 

We  will  make  sure  everyone 
Editor:  receives  information  on  the  actu- 

I  would  like  to  thank  each  al  blanket  distribution  process  as 
and  every  church  in  your  state  it  xonfolds  in  Kosovo.  I  was  told 
for  the  tremendous  efforts  exert-  the  blankets  should  be  arriving  in 
ed  and  for  the  love  show'n  in  the  Kosovo  by  late  October. 

"Blanket  Kosovo  with  God's  Thank  you  again.  (Heb.  6:10) 

Love"  project.  I  just  wish  I  could  Jim  Brow'n 

thank  each  one  personally.  International  Mission  Board 


I 
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Southern 
Seminar}/ 
alumni  to  meet 

Southern  Seminary  alumni 
and  friends  fellowship  lun¬ 
cheon:  Tuesday,  Oct.  26; 
noon;  Baptist  Building, 
Skyroom.  Tickets  are  $6.60  at 
the  door. 


MS  Positions  Available 


PIANIST  NEEDED.  S«tkI  resunK'  to 
Sl('i)tx'n  Bulkin,  (ihftilh  McMnoriol 
Church,  .SJ7.S  tc'rry  Koiut,  l.ukson,  MS 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

Sc-nd  roMinif  to:  Music  ScMrch 

('ommitic'c*.  c,'o  l.istW'CHKi  B.iplisI 
C  hurc  h,  P.O.  Box  4(>(),  Incli.inul.i,  MS 
IH7SI.  (■.)ll  (.0I  -HB7-4404. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH. 
Si'tul  resume  to  F.rsI  (  olumhi.i 
Baptist  (  heire  h  tB'r 

Columhi.t'l’urv IS  Ko.ul,  (olumhi.i, 
MS  »‘I4J'»  (  .ill  ()0I  .7U>-J(iKt. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
Montrose  B.iplisi  (  hurch,  |.is|K>r  Counts, 
for  nxrre  intorm.ilion,  c.ill  7B“  (104, 


Conference  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists 
Helping  to  Evangelize  Mississippi  and  the  World 


Dr.  William  A.  “Billy”  Smith 
601-853-0702 

Preaching.  Revivals. 

Conferences, 
and  Bible  Teachings 


Steve  Walker 
601-8474375 

Music  for  Revivals,  Music 
Conferences,  Soloist,  and 
Solo  Concerts 


Chester  Estes,  Jr. 
601-774-8324 

Preaching,  Prayer  for 
Revival/Spirrtual  Awakening 
Seminars,  and  Conferences 


Charles  Smith 
601-395-2254 

Preaching,  Revivals, 
Conferences,  Prison  Ministry, 
and  Prayer  Conferences 


Gary  M.  Bowlin 
601-825-1043 

Preaching,  Revivals, 
and  Conferences 


Carroll  Roberson 
601-837-8505 

Preaching,  Revivals,  Crusades 
and  Soloist 


Mryna  L.  Hedgepeth 
601-956-3589 

Soloist.  Solo  Concert. 
Conferences 


Gerald  &  Cindy  Simmons 
1-800-863-5953 

Contemporary  Christian 
Music  Artists,  and  Revivals 


Tut  B.M’tm  Kkokd- 


Jimmy  Knight 
601-428-1366 

Preaching,  Music  Revivals, 
Revivals,  CJonferences,  and 
Mission  Project  Coordinator 


Dr.  Kevin  Meador 
601-635-2180 

Revival  Preaching,  Crusades. 
Conferences,  and  Seminars  on 
Prayer,  Fasting,  and 
Spiritual  Warfare 


Photo  not  available  for:  The  Brad  Jones  Family 
601-482-7798 

Music  for  Revivals.  Crusades,  and  Concerts 

Ronnie  Cottingham,  President 
Chester  Estes,  Vice  President 
Tim  Posey,  Secretary/Treasurer 
The  address  for  COMBE  is: 

P.O.  Box  3634 
Brookhaven,  MS  39603 
www.kingdomgrowth.com/combe 


Joe  Styron 
601-262-7360 

Music  for  Revivals.  Crusades, 
and  Soloists 


Boyd  Tweedy 
601-582-0708 

Music,  Special  Programs 


Tim  Posey 
1-888-939-3277 

Revival  Preaching, 
Conferences.  Natural  Church 
Develpment  Consultant,  and 
International  Mission  Trips 


Ronnie  Cottingham 
601-947-7167 

Music  for  Revival  Crusades, 
Music  Conferences,  Soloist, 
Marriage  Enrichment 
Conferences,  and  Solo  Concerts 


- Ot  idBi  K  21,  1999 


Albany,  will  nost  their  8th 
annual  homecoming  concert  at 
First  Church,  New  Albany,  on 
Oct.  23  and  Oct.  24  at  6:30"p.m. 
nightly.  For  more  information, 
call  the  church  at  (662)  534-5812. 


Harvest  Day  will  be  held  at 
Good  Hope  Church,  Lena,  on 
Oct.  24.  Activities  will  include 
Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.,  wor¬ 
ship  at  11  a.m.,  and  lunch  to 
follow.  Wayne  McGee,  pastor, 
will  bring  tne  message. 


Jesus  Christ 

H^equests  tfie!Honvr^ 
of  ^our  (Presence 
in  (Heaven! 


Yol  Can  Re.sp(>M)  Rk^ht  Now! 

Simply  share  the  followin}’  prayer 

with  G(hI  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  necd.you. 

(/  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gu\  c  the  right  to  Imome 

children  ofCtnl.  even  to  those  who 
Ix'lieve  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  crMitracI  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


Women  on  Mission  volunteers  from  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
shared  God's  love  w  ith  golfers  and  spectators  at  the  U  S  Women's 
Opt'n  Golf  Tournament  in  West  Point  as  they  served  ice  water  from 
the  vyater  oasis  on  hole  4.  Pictured  in  the  prayer  room  prior  to  depar¬ 
ture  for  Old  Waverly  are:  (seated,  from  left)  Catherine  Ferguson;  Kelly 
Middleton;  and  Effie  (ones;  (standing,  from  left)  George  Ellen 
Chandler;  Kathy  Burns,  Mississippi  WMU  consultant;  and  Sue  Dorrill. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 

Fe.iliiriiif*  to  1  S  p.issc»n>>f»r 
vans,  ciistr>mizftl  anti  paric'l 
vans.  Daily  anti  weekly  ratt>s. 
Ault)  i<t  True  k  Rental,  )at  kst)n 
(OOl ) ‘MH-MOI .  Sinte  lOO.S. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meritlian.  [Tesign,  Fahrit  ation. 
Repair.  Fax  illusirations  It)  (hOI) 
4H  l-7‘)S8  or  t  all  I  -800-36H-27(r). 
ATTENTION:  tommilletl  coupk's  Id  work 
lull-lime  with  "at-risk"  children  in  resitlen- 
lial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  US  tliploma. 
Benefits  include  BC/BS  PMD,  TDA,  life 
insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living 
expenses.  Call  1  -8()0-S4fi-42S6  or  write  to 
Box  240(K)9  Montgomery,  AL  56124-000. 
INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Windows  for  church 
or  home.  Allied  MemIter  Amerit  an 
Sticiety  of  Interior  Designers, 
C  olumbus,  (601)  328-1  BOO. 

SENIOR  CARE  by  Angels.  Caring 
ht)me  caregivers  provitle  u|)  to  24 
boor  care.  Many  are  eburt  h  aftili.il- 
txl.  "Visiting  Angels"  (601 )  582-.S634. 
WANTED:  MISSIONARY-MINDED 
( ouple  to  serve  the  LortI  in  a  home 
caring  for  t  hiltlren  needing  a  place  to 
live.  This  evangdit  al  organization 
has  been  meeting  the  physital,  emo¬ 
tional,  and  spiritual  needs  of  <  hiltlren 
tt>r  103  years.  Nf)l  a  Ix'havior  modifi- 
(  ation  fat  ility.  (  ompetitive  s.tlarv  and 
other  ( om)><'ns.iiit)ns  whiili  int  lude 
housing,  tood,  insurant  e,  anti 
retirement.  Call  Mr.  lavltir  at  Palmer 
Home  for  Chiltiren  ((>011  328-5216. 


FOR  SALE:  1087  Dtxige  van,  1.5  ()as- 

senger,  autt)niatit  transmission,  AC,  560 
V8,  67,2(X)  miles,  $4,5(X);  anti  1087 
Ftml  Ixis,  24  (xissengtx,  automatit  tranv 
n)issit)n,  tlual  air,  4(>0  V8,  81,000  miles, 
$6,.5(X).  If  intert-stixl,  t  all  First  C.'hurch, 
Lting  Beat  h  at  228-8()4-2.584. 
POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Minister  to 
Students  (youth  anti  college)  full-time. 
Send  resume  to;  Ridgec  rest  Baptist 
Church,  012  51st  St.  East, 
Tuscaloosa,  AL  35405. 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi’s  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  alx)ut  Ltxk-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Ltx  ated  at  820  Ctroper  Rt)ad,  )at  kson, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700. 

CROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
DORM  RESORT.  Eureka  S()rings,  Ark, 
for  front  seats  at  The  Great  Passion 
Play,  ()lus  lodging,  recreation,  and 
mt'als,  all  for  just  $35.(K)  each!  Free 
information  -  .501-25  5-8418. 

FOR  SALE:  l‘)‘)5  Metrotrams  Mini-Bus, 
25  (tassenger  -  Rear  and  front  AA.'  - 
Ford  460  EFT  Engine,  $25,000  -  Mileage 
<»0,(X)().  Phone  (>01-763-7571. 
FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOME  Tallahassee  netxis  a  husband- 
wife  team  to  lx-  |)rimarv  residential  staff 
tor  the  girls  liotix*.  Extellent  sal.iry/lx'n- 
efits.  Work  for  2  weeks  on  duly,  I  wix'k 
f)ft.  Come  minister  in  the  lives  of  t  bil- 
dren'  (  all  Pam  at  1-850-878-1458. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  «.  used. 
Ba()tislries,  sttx‘|)les,  \  st.iinetl  glass, 
MS  tS,  Al.A.  I -8(K1-8  50-058  5. 


Meeting  the  Financing  Needs  of 
Southern  Baptist  Churches 
since  1963 


Fixed  Rate  Financing  for  up  to  25  years. 

•  Rates  as  low  as  7.20%  fixed  for  1 5  years. 

•  Payments  tailored  to  your  cash  flow. 

•  Prepayment  actually  Reduces  your  rate! 

Let  us  help  Fund  the  hay  to  your  ministry's  future. 
Call  or  Write  to: 


.l/arA  McNeece,  Regional  I  Ice  President 
Rives,  Leaved  &  Co.  i 

460  Briarwood  Drive.  Suite  5 1 5 
JackstTn,  MS  39206 
(601 )  948-4500  or  (800)  748-8877 
e-mail:  infoft/  rivesleavell.coin 


Memtser: 

NASD 

SIPC 

SIA 

NACIFO 


Stained  glass,  carp 

Van  Winkle  steeples.  Iightii 
f...  .  folding  doo 

Church  theater  sea 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-962 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO. 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES  .|l 


STEEPLES 

CROSSES 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


Hallelujah  Festival  will  be 
held  at  First  Church,  Pearl,  on 
Oct.  30  from  5-7  p  m.  For  more 
information,  call  the  church 
office  at  (601)  939-4476. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Byram  Church,  Metro  Marriage  Enrichment 

Association,  was  recognized  Seminar  will  be  held  at  Ethel 
on  June  27  by  the  Mississippi  Church,  Ethel,  Oct.  22  and  23. 
Baptist  Historical  Commission  The  conference  will  begin  at  7 
for  its  175th  anniversary,  p.m.  on  Friday  and  9  a.m.  on 
Homecoming  was  held  wifn  Saturday.  Roger  Carlisle,  minis- 
former  memoers  participating  ter  of  counseling  at  Northcrest 
in  the  services.  Pictured  in  the  Church  will  lead  the  confer- 
presentation  of  the  placiue  ence.  For  more  information,  call 
(from  left)  are  Charles  Nikolic,  the  church  at  (662)  674-5204. 
youth  and  recreation  director,  Chester  Carlisle  is  pastor. 

Metro  Association;  H.  J. 

Bennett,  former  pastor;  and  PSALTY  &  FRIENDS  LIVE, 

Roy  Maine  Jr.,  present  pastor.  a  children's  musical,  will  be 

appearing  at 
Northcrest 
Church, 
Meridian, 
Oct,  22,  for 
one  show 
only.  Doors 
open  at  6  p.m. 
and  snow' 
time  is  at  7 
p.m. 
Admission  is 
$5  per  person 
taken  at  the 
door.  For 

Nikolic,  Bennett,  Maine  reser¬ 

vations  and 

Paid  In  Full,  a  Gospel  information,  call  (601)  482-3498. 
singing  group  from  New 


Morgan  Chapel,  Sturgis,  held  its  GA  Recognition  Service  on  Aug. 
28.  Pictured  (from  left,  front  row)  are  Bailey  McMinn,  Keali 
Fulgham,  Lankin  Vickers,  and  Tia  Vickers;  (second  row)  Kyla 
Morgan,  Neshay  Vickers,  and  Katie  Lewis;  (third  row)  Cia  Kinnard, 
Sommer  Reeves,  Hailey  Reeves,  Whitney  Morgan,  and  Casey 
Risher;  (back  row)  Shelia  Morgan,  Amy  Morgan,  Mae  Morgan, 
Dawn  Kinnard,  Ellen  Shaw,  Jamie  Lewis,  and  Tracey  Risher. 

First  Church,  Mize,  will  be  p.m.;  and  October  30  from  6 


group 


presenting  Judgment  House,  an 
alternative  to  Halloween  and 
the  notorious  haunted  house. 
Judgment  House  is  a  realistic 
walk-through  drama  about 
where  you  will  spend  eternity. 
It  will  be  held  Oct.  24  from  6-10 
p.m.;  Oct.  27  and  28  from  7-10 


p.m.;  and  October  30  from  6 
p.m. -2  a.m.  For  reservations  or 
information,  call  (601)  733-2233. 

Parkhaven  Church, 

Laurel,  will  host  the 
Magnolia  Boys  in  concert  on 
Oct.  30  at  7  p.m.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)425-2150. 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Shared  faith 

Deuteronomy  6:1-9,  20-24 


By  Jerry  L.  Smith 


I  had  ht'en  a  Christian  for  a 
week  when  1  shared  Christ  for 
the  first  time.  I  told  a  classmate 
at  college  how  Jesus  had  come 
into  my  heart,  forgiven  me  of 
my  sin,  and  made  me  a  new 
person.  I  told  my  friend  that 
Jesus  wanted  to  perform  the 
same  miracle  of  salvation  in  his 
life  if  only  he  would  extend 
him  an  invitation. 

My  friend  rejected  Christ's 
offer  of  eternal  life,  but  that  expe¬ 
rience  didn't  dampen  my  entnu- 
siasm  for  sharing  the  gospel. 

Have  you  ever  shared  your 
faith?  Do  you  talk  to  people 
about  their  eternal  home? 
Today's  passage  from 


Deuteronomy  will 
show  us  how  to  live  a 
vibrant  faith  and  share 
that  faith  with  others  Sm 
without  fear. 

Intelligent  faith  (vv.  1-3). 
G(xl's  Word  tells  us  how  to  liv'e 
abundantly.  That's  the  meaning 
of  Deut.  6:3,  "Keep  my  laws  so 
that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and 
that  ye  may  increase  mightily." 

Emphasize  the  abundant  life 
when  sharing  your  faith. 
Communicate  to  your  unsaved 
friend  or  family  member  that  the 
Bible  is  filled  with  practical  truths 
for  day-to-day  living.  Hopefully, 
this  will  open  their  eyes  to  the 
relevancy  of  the  gospel. 

Heartfelt  faith  (w.  6-7).  Do 
you  genuinely  love  God,  or  are 


Smith 


Life  and  Work 

Experiencing  spiritual 
breakthrough  by  repentance 


Ps.  51:1-12, 15-17 


By  Tom  Atwood 


What  must  we  do  to  experi¬ 
ence  spiritual  breakthrough? 
When  many  in  our  churches 
lack  the  kind  of  commitment 
that  brings  profound  change, 
what  are  they  to  do?  How  is 
one's  faith  renewed?  How  is 
one's  absence  of  faith  repented 
of  and  the  faith  receix  ed?  How 
does  one  apply  repentance  and 
renewal  personally  and  in  mar¬ 
riage  anci  family  life? 

Acknowledge  your  sin  (w.  1-6). 
Based  upon  God's  unfailing  love 
and  compassion,  David,  the 
psalmist,  acknowkxlged  his  sin 
and  stiught  Gtxl's  forgix  eness.  HLs 
sin  was  serious.  David  had  com¬ 
mitted  adultery  with  Bathsheba 


and  aimmitted  murder 
in  causing  the  death  of  Atwood 
her  husband,  Uriah. 

All  sin  is  serious!  Sins  differ 
in  their  degree  of  personal  and 
social  damage  but  they  are  all 
sin  to  God.  All  sin  separates 
persons  from  God.  All  sin 
obscures  the  spiritual  vision  of 
believers  and  obliterates  fel¬ 
lowship  with  Christ. 

David  confesses,  not  only  the 
act  of  sin,  but  also  the  nature  to 
sin  from  birth.  The  word  of  God 
had  come  through  Nathan  the 
prophet  and  David  concurs; 
’'You  are  proved  right  when 
you  speak'^  (v.  4).  All  sin  is  ulti¬ 
mately  against  Gtxl  (v.  4a)  and 
David  had  been  feeling  the  full 
weight  of  his  guilt:  "For  1  know 


you  just  going  through 
the  motions?  Unbelievers 
see  through  our  lack  of 
commitment. 

God  required  the 
Israelites  to  love  him 
with  all  their  heart,  soul, 
and  might.  He  requires 
the  same  from  us.  A 
salesman  can't  market  a 
h  product  he  doesn't 
tx?lie\'e  in,  and  a  Christian 
can't  communicate  a  faith  that  is 
not  reflected  in  his  lifestyle.  If 
you're  going  to  share  your  faith, 
make  sure  it's  authenticated  in 
your  speech,  actions,  and  deeds. 
Nothing  turns  a  person  off  more 
than  a  'Aphony." 

Verbal  faith  (w.  6-7).  God 
advised  the  Israelites  to  talk 
about  their  faith.  We  should  do 
the  same.  Share  your  faith  over 
dinner,  in  the  workplace,  or 
during  times  of  recreation.  Did 
you  know  that  only  5%  of  all 
Christians  have  ever  won  any¬ 
body  to  the  Lord?  If  we  truly 


my  transgressions;  and 
my  sin  is  always  before 
me."  Acknowledgement 
is  always  a  critical  early 
step  in  seeking  removal  of 
sin  s  guilt. 

Seek  the  removal  of 
your  sin  (vv.  51:  7-9). 
Confession  brings  cleans¬ 
ing.  David  knows  this 
*  well  and  it  is  reflected  in 
his  cry  to  God:  "cleanse 
me.. .wash  me.. .blot  out  all  my 
iniquity."  His  sin  had  obscured 
the  face  of  his  God.  His  heart 
was  under  the  burden  of  guilt 
which  needed  forgiv'eness  and 
the  presence  of  sin  in  David's 
life  needed  God's  cleansing. 

1  John  1:9  rings  the  same 
bell;  "If  we  confess  our  sins, 
he.. .will  forgive  us  our  sins  and 
purify  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness.^'  The  guilt  of  sin  must  be 
dealt  with  by  forgiveness,  the 
presence  of  sin  by  cleansing. 
Guilt  is  but  the  fruit  of  sin.  The 
root  of  sin  is  a  powerful  reality 
that  must  be  cleansed,  washed 
out  of  a  life. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rebelling  against  God 

Numbers  10:11-14:45 


i^lvia  Flemint 


Constant  complaining  and 
distrust  in  the  Lord,  lust  and 
jealousy  intermingled,  were 
conditions  of  those  under  the 
leadership  of  Moses. 

With  Moses  following  God's 
command,  he  chose  12  vigor¬ 
ous  men  to  send  into  Canaan  to 
appraise  it,  kwking  at  the  land, 
its  people,  and  its  cities.  Were 
the  cities  just  camps  or  were 
they  fortresses?  Was  the  land 
heavily  settled?  What  were  the 
resources  located  in  the  land? 

God  knew  those  answers,  but 
wished  to  provide  assurance  for 
his  people.  So  the  twelve  went 
to  Hebron  on  the  spy  mission, 
returning  to  Kaclesh-Barnea 
with  grapes,  pomegranates,  and 


Fleming 


lands  of  the  Canaanites, 
Hittites,  the  Amorites, 
Perizzites,  the  Hivites, 
and  the  Jebusites,  unto  a 
land  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey"  (Exodus 
I  r  _  3:17).  This  promise  was 

varying  opinions.  The  I  part  of  the  original 

land  surely  "floweth  Abrahamic  Covenant, 

with  milk  and  honey;  God  was  well  aware  of 

and  this  is  the  fruit  of  Fleming  the  "giants"  and  circum- 
it"  (13:27),  but  there  stances  his  people  would 

were  giants  in  that  land  and  ten  encounter;  however,  he  never 
of  the  twelve  spies  were  fright-  makes  a  promise  that  he  cannot 
ened  to  death.  deliver.  According  to  Psalm  37:5, 

Apparently,  there  were  three  man  is  to  "Commit  [his]  way 

clans  holding  Hebron:  all  descen-  unto  the  Lord;  trust  also  in  him, 

dants  of  Anak.  "We  saw  the  chil-  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass." 

dren...there.  The  Amalekites,  In  the  presence  or  Moses, 
dwell  in  the  land  of  the  Negev;  Caleb  attempted  to  ouieten  the 
and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Jebusites,  ten  frightened  spies  oy  saying, 

and  the  Amorites,  dwell  in  the  "Let  us  go  up  at  once,  and  pos- 
mountains;  and  the  Canaanites  sess  it;  for  we  are  well  able  to 
dwell  by  the  sea,  and  by  foe  edge  overcome  it"  (13:30).  The  men, 
of  Jordan"  (13:  2^29).  however,  refused  to  listen,  refer- 

The  Israelites  had  forgotten  ring  to  themselves  as  grasshop- 

the  faithfulness  of  God  and  his  pers  when  compared  to  those 

promises.  "I  will  bring  dwelling  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 

you. ..out  of.. .Egypt  unto  the  What  should  have  been  a  glo- 


lov'e  Jesus,  we'll  talk  about  him. 

When's  the  last  time  you 
asked  someone,  "If  you  were  to 
die  today,  do  you  know  where 
V'ou'd  spend  eternity?"  We  talk 
about  our  jobs,  our  kids,  and 
our  hobbies-whv  not  our  faith? 

Symbols  of  faith  (vv.  8-9). 
Sometimes,  exhibiting  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  our  faith  can  help  intro¬ 
duce  the  gospel.  For  the 
Israelites,  a  svmbol  of  their 
faith  was  a  phylactery.  These 
were  small  boxes  or  cases  worn 
on  the  wrist  or  forehead  that 
contained  portions  of  scripture. 

Today,  we  wear  crosses 
around  our  necks,  put  Christian 
bumper  stickers  on  our  cars,  and 
have  Christian  logos  on  our  T- 
shirts.  These  visual  aids  can  be 
used  to  communicate  our  faith. 

Put  a  fish  symbol  on  your 
business  card  or  place  a  Bible  on 
your  office  desk.  Don't  be 
ashamed  to  let  people  know 
you  belong  to  Jesus,  nut  make 
sure  that  your  lifestyle  doesn't 


David  knew  that  if  God 
cleansed  him,  he  would  be  truly 
clean.  David's  plea  for  God  to 
cleanse  him  with  hyssop  shows 
great  insight  into  spiritual 
cleansing.  Hyssop  was  used  to 
apply  the  blood  from  a  sacri¬ 
ficed  lamb  at  the  Passover  (Ex. 
12:22)  and  at  the  ritual  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  cleansing  of  a  leper 
(Lev.  14:4,6,49,51-52).  John  tells 
us  that  the  blood  of  the  ultimate 
lamb,  Jesus  Christ,  cleanses 
from  all  sin  (1  John  1:7). 

Trust  God  for  renewal  (vv. 
51:10-12).  In  order  to  live  in 
harmoiw  and  fellowship  with 
God,  David  asks  for  four 
things:  1)  a  pure  heart.  If  the 
heart  is  the  seat  of  the  will,  he  is 
asking  God  to  purify  his 
motives  so  his  cnoices  will 
reflect  righteousness.  2)  A 
steadfast  spirit.  The  double- 
minded  man  is  unstable  in  all 
he  does  (James  1:8). 
Faithfulness  requires  steadfast¬ 
ness.  3)  The  Jov  of  Salvation. 
The  worst  publicity  for  the 
kingdom  is  a  Christian  without 


rious  celebration  turned  into  a 
night  of  weeing  and  wailing, 
with  foe  two  faithful  tearing  their 
clothes,  trying  to  reason  with 
mob  mentality.  "The  land,  which 
we  passed  tmx)ugh...is  a  ve^ 
good  land.  If  foe  Lord  delight  in 
us,  then  he  will  bring  us  into  this 
land,  and  give  it  us..."  (14:7b-8). 

Both  Caleb  and  Joshua 
remembered  the  promise  God 
had  made  to  their  people  and 
begged  them  not  to  rebel  against 
God;  The  Israelites  responded 
by  seeking  to  stone  foe  two.  Had 
it  not  been  for  foe  appearance  of 
the  Shekinah  Glory  (God's  visi¬ 
ble  presence),  they  would  have 
killed  both  Joshua  and  Caleb. 

Moses  listened  to  God  in  his 
anger  and  began  to  intercede 
for  the  people,  appealing  to 
God  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
enemy;  "The  Egyptians  will 
hear  and  will  declare  you  are 
an  impotent  God." 

God  responded,  saying  those 
present  had  seen  God's  glory 
and  had  been  disobedient,  test- 


contradict  the  symbol. 

Meaningful  faith  (vv.  20- 
24).  God  encouraged  the 
Israelites  to  share  their  faith 
through  personal  testimony. 
Their  testimony  recounted  the 
miracles  God  performed  in 
Egypt  and  how  he  delivered 
them  from  bondage. 

A  personal  testimony  can  be 
an  excellent  tool  for  sharing  your 
faith.  You  don't  have  to  know  the 
"Roman  Road"  or  the  "4 
Spiritual  Laws"  to  witness  effec¬ 
tively.  Just  communicate  your 
salvation  experience  and  explain 
what  Jesus  has  done  for  you. 

People  are  looking  for 
authentic  believers.  If  you're 
genuinely  saved  and  compas¬ 
sionately  concerned  for  others, 
then  sharing  your  faith  should 
be  as  naturm  as  breathing. 

Decide  today  that  you  are 
going  to  be  a  part  of  the  5%  that 
have  led  someone  to  Jesus. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Summit. 


joy.  Joy  is  essential  for  worship, 
witness,  and  a  credible  expres¬ 
sion  of  God's  word.  4)  A  willing 
spirit.  David  says  that  he  is  sus¬ 
tained  by  a  willing  spirit.  God 
owns  our  wills  and  he  works  to 
make  us  willing  and  yielded 
vessels  in  which  he  will 
demonstrate  his  grace  now  and 
glory  to  come. 

Maintain  a  lifestyle  of 
repentance  (vv.  51:15-17).  In 
David's  heart  there  was  a  deep 
desire  to  honor  God.  David  s 
lips  would  flow  with  praise 
for  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
the  Lord.  He  knew  that  God 
was  not  impressed  with  exter¬ 
nal  religious  rituals  and  rules, 
but  rather,  a  broken  spirit  and 
a  contrite  heart.  Many  fail  to 
experience  spiritual  break¬ 
through  because  of  an  unre¬ 
pentant  lifestyle.  Not  merely  a 
one-time  act,  it  is  a  continuing 
posture  of  conviction,  contri¬ 
tion,  confession,  cleansing, 
and  change. 

Atwooa  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oxford. 


ing  him  repeatedly,  "Surely 
they  shall  not  see  the  land 
which  I  swore  to  give  unto  their 
fathers..."  (14:23).  By  sending  a 
plague  upon  them,  only  two 
people  20  years  of  age  and 
above  would  be  allowed  into 
the  Promised  Land,  saying  their 
"Carcasses  [would]  fall  in  [the] 
wilderness..."  (14:29).  The  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  rebelliousness 
would  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
and  influence  the  younger  men. 

God  responded  to  Moses' 
selflessness,  determining  the 
course  of  that  nation  by  effec¬ 
tive,  fervent  prayer  (James  5:16) 
which  did  avail  much. 

^  Less  than  two  years  out  of 

Kt,  they  were  almost  home. 

ever,  their  rebelliousness 
and  lack  of  faith  caused  them  to 
wander  a  total  of  40  years.  Rest 
can  only  come  when  cradled  in 
the  everlasting  arms  of  God  who 
is  the  refuge  for  the  wandering, 
weary,  the  tired  (Deut.  33:27). 

Fleming  is  a  member  of  Bond 
Church,  Neshoba  Association. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

James  R.  Ferrell 
Mr.  James  L.  Travis 
Father  of  Denise  Ferriss 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mrs.  Mary  Maude  Fleming 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Armstrong 
M/M  O.  G.  Touchstone  & 
Family 

Austin  (Jranville  Flint 
Bill  &  Deena  Barbee 
Mr.  Theodore  Forbes 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeremy  Flint 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
.Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  F.  Peery 
Mrs.  Irene  V.  Thompson 
Kenny  Fortenberry 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Minnie  Mae  Foster 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  T.  Lewis  Fowler,  Jr. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Culpepper  III 
Angelo  J.  Fradono 
M/M  William  A.  Switzer  &  Paula 
Dumont  S.  Freeman,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Nina  Freeman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  Bran.sconK'  Jr. 
Bill  &  Deena  Barbee 
Dr.  Ed  (iandy 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eric  C  Clark 
Lewis  N.  (iarrison 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Skelton 
Maude  Garvin 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Walters 
Mrs.  Myrtle  GauH 
Emma  EdrttOfHJs  SS  Cla.ss- 
Calvary  BC.  Tupelo 
Lee  Audis  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Gladys  C.  Caldwell 
Mrs.  Catherine  Walraven 
Opal  (fillman 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Minis 
Truman  Gilmore 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Wendy  Carol  Goodman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Howard 
John  (iradick 
Mrs.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Doris  Ray  Granholm 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Louis  E.  FarKher  Jr. 
Murry  Greene 
FBC-McLain 
Mr.  Danny  Rex  Gregory 
Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Lauderdale  County  Farm  Bureau 
Leake  County  Farm  Bureau 
National  Service  Foundation 
Newton  County  Farm  Bureau 
Smith  County  Farm  Bureau 
Washmgton  County  Farm  Bureau 
Winston  Coumy  Farm  Bureau 


Mrs.  Clara  Culpepper 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Daughdrill 
Mrs.  Doris  Curlee 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Helen  Smith  Daniel 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Coleman  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Grace  Boyd  Davis 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Fred  Clark 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  Mason  Shelby  Jr. 
Zella  Grace  Davis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Lola  Walton  Denton 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Embry 
Ruth  (VanLandingham)  Whitt 
Mr.  David  Denton 
Ruth  (VanLandingham)  Whitt 
Mrs.  Jack  M.  Denton 
Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
The  Denton  Families 
Dixie  Pattie 

Mrs.  JoLynn  DeSilvey 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Alma  Richardson  Dilmore 
Liz  Fox 

Ms.  Cindy  Livingston 
William  (Bill)  Ditto 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gerald  W.  Creed 
Marietta  Hope  Dowdle 
Gracber  Brothers  Inc. 

James  Richard  Drake,  II 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Williams 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  Lawrence 
Theo  DuBoise 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Charlie  Henry  Dunn 
Marie  &  Don  Wall 
Ann  Durr 
Kathy  Montgomery 
Janet  Duthu 
Kathy  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Jessie  Mae  Mwards 
The  Defenbaugh  Family 
John  E.  Ellis 
Capt  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wilds 
Mr.  Linwood  English 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Mr.  Louis  Erwin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  D  Allen 
Fred  Evans 

The  Bingham  Family 
Vesta  Ezell 
FBC  McLain 


Mrs.  Maggie  S.  Hollis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Doolittle 
Hallelujah  ChorusJ^BC- 
Calhoun  City 
Cecil  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 
Don  Holloway 
Oak  Grove  BC 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Rogers 
Mrs.  Hilda  B.  Rogers 
Jimmy  &  Debbie  Honeycutt 
Ms.  Nelda  M.  Pickle 
Mike  Horton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Taylor 
Mrs.  Joyce  Howe 
Central  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Durell  Howell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  M.  Mitchell 
Jess  Hunter 
Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Robert  Earl  Ingram 
Mr.  Wessie  A.  Crain 
Robert  Jackman,  Jr. 

Ms.  Carole  L.  Cameron 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Bovina  Baptist  Church 
.Mr.  Cleveland  James 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  CTiarles  E.  Brett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young  Jr. 
Drew  Jefcoat 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Eunice  SSC,  Yale  Street  BC- 
Cleveland 
William  Jefcoat 
Mrs.  Lewis  Keleum 
Doris  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Gatha  A.  Johnson 
Lois  Butler 

Bob  &  Willie  B.  Minter 
Johnny  Joe  Johnson 
Mr.  Preston  H.  Gough 
Oscar  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
Andy  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elton  G. 

Westbrook 

.Mr.  Kenneth  Manton  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  C.  Polk 
Mrs.  Lawana  Kilpatrick 
Mrs.  Arline  Walker 
Ronnie  M.  Knebs 
Ea.st  Central  Volunteer  Fire  Dept 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Dennis  Lafayette 
Graeber  Brmhers,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Lamon 
Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Carol  Ijingenwalter 
Mr.  David  P.  CJeil  Jr. 

Mrs.  Etoise  Chrestman  Largent 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 
Mr.  Lewis  Leanord 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garveese  Dillon 
Mrs.  Nena  Leatherwrxid 
Ms.  Patsy  Gary 
Carl  I-eonard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Winstrtn  E. 
Duckworth 


Mr.  V.  C.  Leslie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Dcssie  Lewis 
Myron  A  Lynn  Johnson 
Elige  E.  Lewis,  Sr. 

Ms.  Sarah  Hodnett  Brooks,  PA 
J.  C.  Lewis 
Ms.  Evelyn  Martin 
John  T.  Lewis 
Leaf  River  BC.  Louin 
Sarah  Liberto 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

William  C.  Liles 
Learned  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Adelle  Little 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Lloyd  Livingston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Frances  Lockett 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Mr.  Waller  Barbee 
Mrs.  Lillian  Lowe 
Chickasaw  County  WML' 
Council 

Ms.  Delana  L.  Osborn 
Fred  Madsen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Coleman  Jr. 
Marie  A  Don  Wall 
Mr.  Fred  Madsen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Danny  White 
Fred  Madson 

Fidelis  SSC.  FBC-Greenwood 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Mann 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Jack  B.  Manning,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Sigrcst 
Linda  “Sunshine”  Manning 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  S. 
Hollingsworth 
Michael  Margh 
Angela  Bailey 
Alton  Carpenter 
Hank  Carpenter 
Mary  JaiK  GaiM 
Granville  Martin 
Marie  A  Don  Wall 
Mr.  Jim  Martin 
Mrs.  Jennie  Watkins 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Martin 
Mr.  James  L.  Travis 
Hubert  Massengale 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mrs.  Aline  .Matulkh 
Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Bourne 
Ashby  May 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Edward  Mayhan 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Billy  Joe  McAtee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  O.  B.  Guest 
Hugh  T.  McDade 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  W.  Dulaney  Jr. 
Jessie  Gray  McDonald 
Friendship  SSC.  Hollandale  BC 
Margaret  Mefiaugh 
Miss  Velma  A.  Bright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jatrtes  R.  McClure 
Neil  McGaughey 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  McGraw 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 


Joan  McKee 

Ladies  Class  II,  Fair  River  BC 
Debbie  McLariy 
Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Doris  McLendon 
Kathy  Montgrrmery 
Banks  McNair 
Mrs.  JaiKiro  L.  Cranage 
Lawanda  Meurrier 
Mr.  James  L.  Travis 
Mrs.  Clara  Mills 
Mr.  James  L.  Travis 
Annie  Minga 
Bill  &  Deena  Barbee 
Louise  Minga 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Larry  Morgan 
Mike  Daughdrill 
Mrs.  Ruth  .Morris 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  Walter  Wade  “Shorty” 
Moss,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 

Mr.  Donald  Triplett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Davis  A.  Richards  III 
Dr.  Alton  F.  Moss 
Mr.  John  E.  McCarty 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  W.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Jean  Holshue 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Gaddis 
Scott  A  Cherryl  Moss 
Calvin  A  Joy  M.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  Morrre  A 
Mildred 

Chief  Justice  A  Mrs.  Roy 
Noble  Lee 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Austin 
LaNita  Webb 
Mrs.  Grace  Roby 
Mrs.  Jean  Moss 
Lonzo  Myers 
Marie  &  Barbara  Ragsdale 
Mr.  F.  H.  (Dkk)  Nance 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
Paige  Neal 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Bag  ley 
Chief  Justice  A  Mrs.  Roy 
Noble  Lee 
Mrs.  Pa.sha  Nelson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mr.  Benton  Newman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Katie  Nix 
Angela  Bailey 
Alton  Carpenter 
Hank  Carpenter 
Mary  Jane  Gant 
Mrs.  Ellen  Norwood 
Ms.  Louise  M.  Williamson 
Mrs.  Jack  (Skeetl  Norwood 
First  Baptist  Church 
Dianna  Davis  O'Crmnor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Box 
Imell  Overby 
Mrs.  Lula  McGaughey 
Mrs.  Bronnie  Tharpe  Ovetsby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Hardage 
Mrs.  Burnett  Owens 
Ruth  Thomas.  Esther.  Sadie  A 
Family 
Nora  Parker 
First  Baptist  Church 


Ruby  M.  Parsons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  Donald  Partin 
Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
4Carrie  Partridge 
Rebecca  SSC.  DeKalb  BC 
Mrs.  Pauline  Peariman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mrs.  Cora  Jane  Peters 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  P.  Culpepper  III 
Ms.  Rosalyn  Phyfer 
Mrs.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Katie  Pkkel 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Mr.  Thomas  Loyd  Pittiman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Spraberry 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Platt 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard  A 
Family 

W.  E.  Plunkett 
Dr.  Ann  Myers 
.Mrs.  Sudie  Polk 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Katherine  Price 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  S. 
Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Ronnie  Price 
Mrs.  Ollie  Mae  Ellis 
Woodrow  Priest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellon  Westbrook 
Mr.  Jim  Ray 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  M.  Brand 
Mrs.  Pauline  Ray 
Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Oscar  Ray 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Mildred  Jones  Riddick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Davis 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  Riley 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Daughdrill 
Mr.  Lonnie  S.  Robinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeremy  Flint 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  Peery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mrs.  Irene  V.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Louise  Rode 
Mrs.  Arline  Walker 
.Sister  of  Doris  Rogers  (Helen) 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pollan 
Mrs.  Lillian  Spain  Salter 
Ms.  Norine  H.  Nabers 
.Mr.  William  Earl  Saucier 
Mrs.  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Blanche  Scarbrough 
Adult  Men’s  SSC.  Harmony 
BC-Crystal  Springs 
Jordan  A  Eva  Bell 
Otto  A  Bettye  Bell 
Dalton  A  Martha  Haggan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  C.  McDonald 
Rev.  Jessie  Scott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Judy  Seifert 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Wilson 
Randy  Shelton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Shipp 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
Mrs.  Treasy  Shirey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  B.  Rawls 


^0  appCy  for  CfiiCd  Care  Worf^r  position 

caCC  or  zinite: 

^  Cfinton,  ‘MS  39060-0027 

"C‘J  “  l)  aa^/S  ’  W  e-maU:  6cvl@misnet.a>m 


; '  jjtf  ♦  speciaf  training  required. 

We  unCe  train. 

WJ  ♦  CoupCe  and  Single  positions  avadaSCe, 
f  ♦  ‘Ej(ce[[ent  medicaf/retirement  Benefits. 
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Medal  recipients  credit  Christ  in  documentary 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Mitchell 


received  the  Medal  of  Honor,"  he  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  the  timing  also  seemed  right.  "The 
profiling  Christians  in  the*  National  ones  from  World  War  II  are  into  their  80s 
Basketball  Association,  last  year's  "Driving  now,  so  we  felt  we  shouldn't  delay." 

Force"  on  Christian  NASCAR  drivers,  and  The  special  opens  with  Walter  Ehlers  — 
the  Billy  Graham  biography  "Common  the  only  living  Medal  of  Honor  winner 
Ground."  from  the  D-Day  invasion  —  walking  along 

Producer  Bemie  Hargis  said  he  devel-  the  beach  in  Normandy  where  he  had 
oped  the  idea  for  highli^tlng  the  faith  of  fought  so  many  years  earlier, 
war  heroes  because  of  the  popularity  of  His  act  of  heroism  began  23  miles 
movies  like  "Saving  Private  Ryan"  and  Tom  inland,  when  after  eliminatmg  a  German 
Brokaw's  book,  "The  Greatest  Generation."  patrol  he  scattered  an  enemy  mortar  sec- 
"If  you're  looking  for  heroes,  you  won't  tion,  destroyed  two  machine  gvm  nests, 
find  better  ones  than  the  men  who  have  and  later  provided  cover  for  his  troops  to 

^  , - ,  withdraw.  He  also  carried  a 

I  wounded  member  of  his 
i  to  safety  after  being 

shot  in  the  side  himself,  and 
chose  to  continue  to  lead  his 
\  squad  rather  than  be  evacuat- 

V  A  ea  for  treatment. 

Similar  stories  are  repeated 
throughout  the 
ing  acknowledging 

the  profound  role  mith 
had  played  —  during 

their  war  or 

because 

"They  them- 

selves  as 
sailors,  or 

who  one 

which  they  were  upon 

to  do  something  extraordi- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Coolidge  visited  the  park  named  in  his  nary,"  Hargis  said.  "And  they 
horror  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  nearly  55  years  after  the  former  U.S.  Army  sergeant's  attribute  that  of  course  to  God 
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FORT  WORTH,  Tex.  (BP)  —  insisted  on  calling  his  motives  a 
Does  the  failure  of  news  media  mystery,  he  said, 
and  national  leaders  to  label  the  Colson  questioned  whether 
murders  at  Wedgwood  Church  a  the  crime  would  have  been 

"hate  crime"  represent  a  double  - 

standard?  In  the  weeks  after  the  i 

mid-September  tragedy,  a  variety  a  ^ 

of  observers  have  raised  the  issue. 

One  of  the  sharpest  criticisms 
^peared  in  the  New  York  Post. 

Columnist  Rod  Dreher  noted 
the  outcry  that  greeted  previous  w  ” 

attacks  at  a  Los  Angeles  Jewish  First  c¥n  /,. 

center  and  the  murders  of  a 

homosexual  student,  Matthew  Our  youngest  daughter  is 
Shepherd,  in  Wyoming  and  an  married.  My  husband  and  I  note 
African  American  man,  James  hai'e  the  entire  house  to  oursehvs. 
Byrd,  in  Texas.  He  stays  busy  but  I  am  here  by 

When  gunman  Larry  Gene  myself  I  am  very  lonely.  Any 
Ashbrook  targeted  Christians  suggestions? 
in  the  Fort  Worth  church's 

sanctuary,  it  was  a  hate  crime.  You  and  your  husband  now 
Dreher  wrote.  have  more  time  and  money 

"To  so  many  media  figures,  than  at  any  other  point  in  your 

Christians  —  specifically  evan-  marriage,  but  the  tw'o  of  you 

gelicals,  orthodox  Cathoucs,  and  have  grown  apart.  Talk  with 

others  who  believe  in  traditional  your  husband  about  this  new 

Judeo-Christian  moral  teaching  time  in  your  life.  It  is  time  for  a 

—  are  not  victims,  but  victimiz-  reevaluation  of  your  goals  and 

ers,"  he  added.  "They  are  so  used  direction?  What  are  some 

to  casting  Southern  B^tists  and  things  that  you  both  would 

fellow  travelers  as  buffoons  and  find  exciting?  What  are  some 

bigots  that  they  find  it  hard  to  new  things  you  would  like  to 

imagine  them  as  anything  but."  start  at  this  point  in  your  life?  If 

In  a  recent  radio  program,  you  cannot  talk  together,  find  a 

Prison  Fellowship  founder  good  confidant,  friend,  or 

Charles  Colson  commented  on  counselor  who  can  help  you 

how  Ashbrook  shoute^rofane  find  the  necessary  outfets  to 

epithets  and  mocked  Christian  bring  the  joy  you  are  seeking, 

beliefs  when  he  entered  the 

sanctuary.  Yet,  most  reporters  send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeA 


explained  away  as  the  actions  of  views,  Colson  said.  He  warned 
a  madman  if  Ashbrook  had  shot  that  if  one  group  can  be  singled 
up  a  gay  bar  or  abortion  clinic.  out  without  consequences,  then 
There  is  a  danger  to  such  no  one  in  society  is  safe. 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
Iteen  erKoded  by  letter  sulystitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Hosea  Fourteen:  Two. 
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